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May Allah bless her soul and makeher

| A Shaﬁ for us in the Hé_f_eaﬂef! o
o Al
Tomy colleagues in our Jihad of the Pen: ~*

‘Both living and lostor =
' ‘Martyred!: '
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. FOREWARD
By: Dr. Ikram Azam, . .

*Chairmeni The PFL, - - °
© Tuly, 1999° -

The Spirit of Jihad: -

* .the', centuries—despite’ the crusades, colonialism and

* imperialism, This spirit of Jihad is the key to the Islami and -‘?
‘Muslim World Collective: Futures. Spirit of Jihad. Is no 3

" friend of Islam or the Muslims? .

‘Abmad - Muaffaq Zaidan is my student for his PhD

. (Futuristic) study is a revealing “glimpse of the -Spirit of - |
‘Jihad, as enacted by some glorious Arabs ‘in Afghanistan. |
Their Jihad was both of the pen and of arms. The present |

- volume s the story of the Journalist Jihad for the Afghan .
cause. This studyis also inspiring; Jihad-wise! Let us hope |

. and pray that the Ghazis’ Mujahid’s and ‘Shaheed’s blood -

‘will bear fruit every where. before long; in Afghanistan, |

Kushmir, Palestine Bosnia, Cosovo, Chechnya and our— b

‘¢ommon causes for which they. -perished—nor 'their "~ |-
. families—which are “the. sdcred responsibility of the - |
~ Ummah! The Spirit of Jihad is eternal and so is Islam. That |-
~ 'is Allah’s own promise in.the Holy Quran! The Literary, 1|

' Journalistic and Schotatly Jihad carry forward the message. | pewspapers, and their workers. -

_in their own manner.  “ay

" PREFACE

L Ever since my joining the Journalism ‘Department of
- University of Peshawar, I was thinking of this topic for my
§  thesis in the M.A. (Journalism). When I offered this topic

| to my Chairman. Mr. Sanaullah, he welgomed it and

. S B :encouraged'me much.

. Tt is the Spirit if Jihad that is the secret of survival.of - §. -~ -~ - .. o

Islam ever-after the déathy of the Holy Prophet Muhammad [
(SAS!). this ' spirit- symbolizes, the Muslim’s Tust™ for “§
" spiritual life: here and Hereafter. It is the. quintessence of

. Islam’s: Self-Renewal, Revivalism-and Renaissance down . =

1 mtendcd in this work 10 appiise the Teaders,

' particularly non-Arabs, about the role of Arabs in the

Afghan Jihad, which was unique in this period of history.

‘My focus is on the Media. There are many aspects of their =

role, like humanitarian and military, which are the concern

of other people to write about it.

This vast extent of Arab media in Peshawar represents

| the Arabinterest in this Jihad, and in fact, the Islamic
‘media all over the world which belong to the Islamic

thovement, have been strengthened and. gained momentum
after this Jihad, many Arabs gained.- skill. and experience

from this work. Ard this is a new phenomenon in the

media. They have succeeded to tonvey their news and

sentiments to their like-minded readers. But they failed, or
“did not care to convey their views and news 1o the secular-
.mind-people.- B - '

My source of research for this-topic is the people who-

" were or working for the media at site, Secondly, I am'not
_writing from far away. I have with this Jihad’s Media, and
- know-all of the Chief Editors of the related magazines'and

.' " 1have tried to start with the "6_ld:est' fiewspaper, and I
 have followed the chronological otdet in writing this study.. * .
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" What typifies almost.a the journalism covered in this short A
- ostudy-is: | ST RN SR - Lk
") TheSpiritoflihad. . -
11). : A~practical Pragtnatic approaches to -cater to the ' o
' needs of the moment. Demand and supply; felt or | -
expresged needs and response there to, started and
o ended papers. .- o R IR S ;
. iif)  The Mujahids of the Pen were totally undoubted by ¥ /
. financial, administrative, ‘logistic and " other | .
. ‘constraints, many of them also saw as-action at the : o ' .
R fronts and were even injured, martyred.. S : o Lo
iv). The rallying role of the late Prof. Dr. Shaheed [~ A BRIEF HISTORY
~ Abdullah Azzam (and his two teen-aged-sons who = f- - L I T
got martyred with him—which was inspiringly |} S OFTHE _.N-W.-F-P-- T
exemplary, on the part of a contemporary Muslims 2 S co '
- - scholar.. . : o
v). ‘What isremarkable is that the. Journalistic Jihad - } = o
_ depepded-" largely . on  volunteers, . nominal | ° ‘Geography of N.W.EP.
- subsistence wages and-numerous conditions, -~} - N |

4

" The N.W.E.P. (North-West Frontier Province) of .
SRR R T Pakistan consists. of five former Btitish India districts: Dgra- .
Lt N A 1smail Khan, Bannu, Kohat, Peshawar and Hazara, with'the®  ~ '
| S | ot ' . total area of 13, 193 square miles, of which rather less than
one third is cultivated of the cultivated area, 70 percent
. S -‘ : ] depends solely on rainfall. The  Chief Commissioner, as - . '
_ o c b Agent 1o the Govermor, controls beyond the Provincial
' ' ) L . T B Administrative  boundary, - territory occupied = by
B [ R & independent tribes, which cover approximately, an area of
' - 1 25,500 sq, miles. in 1911, the population of British districts =~ -
was 21,961,933 and that of the tribal territory-i§ estimated
. to exceed 1,600,000, In the districts,-93 persons in every
. hundred profess Islam, and over 33 percent are Pathan. -

1 Dera Isma1l Khan li¢s to _the North of Dera Ghazi Khan |
 and is. very similar to it. In its'p_hysic_;aL features, it is
“divided into thiree areas, Dera Ismail Khan and Kulachi.




havea long river frontage on the West, and are bounded [
_on the East by the Suliman Range. The Kachchhi of [
Dera Ismail Khan corresponds to-the Sind“of Dera §
Ghazi Khan, but is much narrower and is not served by~ [

. inundation canals, except in the extreme North. It total
area is 3,780 sq:, miles. Cultivated area is 818 $q. m:les
Populatlon is Q, 56 120. :

" 2. Bannu. The smiall Bannu district occupies a basin

surrounded by hills and dramed‘by the Kurram and its
affluent, the Tochi. It total area is 1,641 square miles,

cultivated area is 818 sq nnles and it has 2 501 086

populatron

" Most of the ungatlon tlns dlstnct is dependent on' ne

.ramfall and some of it depends canals and streams.:-The
Deputy Commissioner . of the District has also political

charge of some 17,884 tribesmen living across the border -

There are goed roads-1o Dera Ismaﬂ Khan and Kohat

3. Kohat is a large drstnct but most - of 1t is unﬁt for :

tillage, only 1/6 is actually cultwated and its area is

. around, 2,973 sq. ‘iniles. Cultivated area is. 512 sq. -7

-~ miles. its: population is more than 222,960. The district

' stretches East on the Indus. to the South of the Kurram

" valley. The two places are now connected by rallways

4 -_ Peshawar is alarge basin encircled by hllls The corge. |
~ . of the Indus separated it from Attock and Hazara. Its ~

‘area is 2,611 sq. miles. Cultivated area is 1,398 sq.-

miles. The populagion is around 865,009. The basin is . |-
drained by the Kabuhgwer the ehref afﬂuent of wlnch ‘

. are.in Peshawar

5. Hazara is a typxeal mountamous and sub-mountamous -
- dlstnct, It»has every kmd of cultrvatron Its area is 2, 858 s

l. )

" sq. rmles Cultrvated area -is 673 sq mlles .The

- populatron is 6,031, 028

- Hazara is. d1v1ded into three Tahs11 Haripur
. Abbottabad and Mansehra. Hazara was a part of the
" Kashmir territory sold to Raja Golab Singh by the
British in 1846, but he handed- it back in exchange for
‘some districts - near Jammu. The majority of its
. population - are Sunni, There are some: Shia and
Ismalles

. TheN.W. F. P THROUGH HISTORY.

The city of Peshawar has been the capital of Pakistan’s
North West Frontier Province (N.W.F.P.) for centuries.
Peshawar is a Persian word, which means before coming,

i.e. the gate of the sub-continent, or some ‘historic referred
- to-it as the name of an old tribe. Peshawar has been a -
. - ‘meeting place for marchants and nomads from South Asia,

the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Far East. In the -
surrounding countryside, Alexander’s armies passed by

‘Buddhist ‘monastries, which were visited by pilgrims long

before the advent of Islam. ‘Muslims came down through

~ the Khyber. Pass into South Asia and founded dynasties like
" those of the great Moghuls, whose very mention evokes a

sense of wealth of. power. .The British rules’ in the sub-

- continent reversed the flow of armies, going from Peshawar
.through the Khyber Pass to Kabul in what Kibling called
the ‘Great Game’. T

The mhabltants of the NWFP are Pathans, who speak
the Pushto language, common. some Afghans. -Some
historians trace their origins to ‘the Jews, particularly the

‘names of places are like those of Jews, for instance, Khyber " .

Pass. It is also the name of a place in Saudi Arabia where

. Jews once lived. Some experts in languages say that Pushto

is closer to Hebrew. - - >




When Pakisian separated from India in 1947, the [

NWFP decided by an overwhelmin: jori joi
FP_ decide . _ g majority to join
Pakistan, in spite of some opposing voices, Which.were:‘lin a
microscopic minority. . ' L ‘

gy
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" AFGHANISTAN CRISIS

The.'Roots of the Tragedy: | : -'

+.". Many historians say that the Afghanistan. crisis started
©on 5% July 1973; when Muhammad Daud overthrew his
" cousin, while he was in Italy for medical check-up. Many
‘Parchami elements belonging to the Communist party
-~ participated in the coup and were appointed to key posts.
_~ Moscow was the first to recognise the regime. The coup
" took place with the help of the Army which was supplied

entirely ‘with Russian equipments, and according to U.S.

. cources, with 1500 Soviet Advisers and technicians in their -
_midst. - L ’ B

Daud Ch_aiiéeé his Attitude:

In 197‘5','D‘au'dbqg‘én to purge the Parcham 1eéders; but

| he retained the general thrust of Zahir’s programmes. He -
" attempted to replace the old guards with political retainers
*close to him, and moderate or non-partism officials -from
" previous liberal cabinet, at the time of Daud’s coup. A

5
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shrewd observer commented‘ on -behalf of the Amencan '

_Ambassador in Afghamstan

“I glve Daud six. years before the Commumst declde to ,:
dispense w1th hnn ” The commumsts dlspensed w1th th. | B

 cabinet. Some observers said that he took this degision after l
he assured himself that the Communist with the help of

Russia, were gomg to topple h1m and take power

The 1978 Coup Detate

strong. Events began unfold when Mir Akbar’ Kahiber, a
leading Parchamist. ideologist, was assassinated on 1'!'th
April 1978. A large gathering attended . his funeral and

was launched ‘on April 26, 1978: 600 officers commandlng
two divisions and an armored brigade were involved in it.
Col. Abdul Qadir, Deputy Commander—m—C’hxef of the Air

‘Force, who had played adey role in 1973 coup was the key. |
figure in 1978 coup detat, asawell. The Commumsts took -

power the next day of the coup, and killed Daud and hjs

- family. They freed the Communist leaders from. the jails - "
- and appointed Tataki as President. of the new republic and

Babrak Karmall _?S the VIee.‘I’res@ent E[cven -lmmsters | "_-"iRabba'ni ".'establish‘ed (Jamiat-e-Islami), the Islamic Society,

6 -

*belonged to the Khalq, while them ministers were from the
. 'Parcham.” But the honey . their moon between the two

communist parties did not last long the dlfferences between

L the two wings started, so that the Khalq faction wield many
- Parchami elements as Ambassadors abroad, after they
| dlscovered a consplracy against the Khalq faction. But after
sometime there was a meeting between Taraki, leader of
“'the Khalq faction, and Karamal, the leader of Parcham, in
. . Moscow. The latter put a condition for his coming back to
£ Kabul: to-oust Amiri- from his post of the Prime Minister.

i When Amin was informed about this meeting by his close

Daud’s regime st arted the  purge by mur dermg friends who attended that meeting, he arranged a plan to

Communist leaders like Mir Akbar Kahiber; accordmg toa . ' :
report, he told a number of his friends that the time had' f
come to, finish off the Commumsts before they got. ‘too. o |

kill Taraki at the ‘girport, but failed. Later on he succeeded
in killing him and. proclaimed himself as President. The
Soviet Union was. unhappy with him, so after some months

‘the soviets intervened in the Afghan affairs, killed Amin
‘and iristalled Karemal who was brought from Moscow.
shouted siogans against Daud the U.S. and CIA agerts, The b The M]ahldee.n:
two wings of Communist party, Parcham ‘and Khalq get . "
reunited when they saw that Daud was agamst both of - -
them. When Daud saw’ .that their -activities - were.
intensifying, particularly after the assassination .of Kahiber, - |
"he issued orders to capture all key Commuinist. leaders like =~
Taraki, Kamal, Amin and others but Amin himself ordered |-
Watan Jar on his way to jail to start their coup. The coup . |

There was two stories about. the origin of the Islamic

" movements in- Afghanistan. The first-is that it started in
1968 at the Kabul University and was led by Hikmatyar
,'-and his colleagues. The other story is that Islamic
‘movement originated in 1958 among the religious circles.

The movement was supported and protected by Dr. Ghulam

i Muhammad Niyazi, the future Dean of the Faculty of
| - Religious Sciences. Another story said that Niazi formed
" 'this movement with the ‘motivation of the Muslim
. Brotherhood .in. Egypt. Rabbani, Sayyaf and ofher
personalltles supported him in this regard, the battle
© bétween Islamists and Communists was brewing in the
| ~Kabul University. When Daud .came into power, many
' Mujahidéen leaders escaped to Pakistan, like Rabbani,
- 'Hikmatyar and others. In Pakistan, they differed and while

o




and Hikmatyar started . (Hizb-e-lslaﬁli) [slamic party.

Armed struggle has already been started against Daud’s
regime; but it intensified after the Communist came power;
the Islamic movements gained momentum particularly
when the people saw for themselves how the situation

.

.created by Daud and his regime will lead to the creation of |

Communist power in Afghanistan. ;

Nooristan was ithe first to revolt and declare itself ¥
independent, Paktia, Nangarhar, Kapisa, Uruzgan, Parwan. N 3

and others folloWed_l, :

- Soviet inter\}é'ntiorijiﬁ 'AfghaniStan could not achie\zé its
objectives so the USSR decided to sign the Genewva accord,
independently from the Mujahideen, and' pulled out ‘their

troops from. Afghanistan. At this time the Mujahideen 2
established their first government led by Ahmed Shah  §

‘Ahmad Zai, which failed. They established a new one and
appointed - Muhadidi' as the ‘Head. of State, Sayyaf as the
Premier, and other leaders were appointed as ministers.

e
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AN ARAB COMMUNITY
"IN PESHAWAR

1 do not want to go to far back in histofy to discuss how

long ago the Arabs came to Peshawar. I only want to focus

on the presence of Arabs during the Afghan Jihad, when

L they started to cometo Peshawar after the Soviet
intervention in Afghanistan on 27 Pecember 1979.

il djvi,:i:le: ,t_h_é ﬁral}s presence and role here into two

; parts:

1. The humanitarians.

- 2. The Mujahideen. =

A, The humanitarians: More than fifteen Arab welfare -
organizations.came to serve the Afghan Mujahideen
and refugees.” 1.will mention their names and some
of their roles, as under: . - ) :

|- i The Saudi ;;Re‘d'-'Cresc'gn't:' started its work in

No'vqmbeﬁ 1980 ahd‘.concéptfated on medical, welfare
among’ the refugees. Some work was’ done inside

>y
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ii. .

iv.

Afghamstan in addmon to suppoltmg lefugees in ,_
‘ Pakxstan w1th GSbelltlal commodlttes C

: Saud! Rehef Commlttee lt was ougmally pan of the 1
Saudi Red Cresccnt then left it in late 1983 and |
-worked among Afghan Mujahideen by providing them §&

" with - ammunltlon, guns and whatever -else they ¥ .
o needed: The Commlttee concentrated on the refugees, § 3
it distributed money to the “parties; and ran many | ;
3 schools in Paklstan and mmde Afghamstan as well :

"Kuwalt Red Crescent Stat’ted in 1981 and has very
. progressive and advanced hospltals It.is. concentratmg' | N
“on medical work and is giving scholarshlps to some [
Afghan - woimen and men -to study medicine in [f
: -Pak1stam medical eolleges ‘ :

Ishmlc Dawa Commlttee Started its work |

" Pakistan late- in 1984. Concentrating its work in- the ,
medical field and education: high education and ¥ ' '_
secondary schools. Tn addition, it has established some §

refugee. villages with full facuhtates They are
particularly inter ested in orphans. '

Serv:ces Ofﬁce This office started. 1ts work late in

1984, led by Shaik Adbullah Azzam. The activities of
the office are divided between" assistance to the

Mujahideent inside Afghanistan- and focused on the .

media, . education and medical aid. The role of the
office has been subsided after the car bomb eplsode in
Nov. 1939 in Peillawal :

Vi,

Islamic Relief Agency (ISRA) Started in 1984. Most

of its workers are from Sudan 1t is a branch of the -

head office in Sudan. lts acnv;tles are in the medical
ﬁeld where they have a chmc for nervous ancl

‘ 'psychi)logi,ccl case. It also.rhelp'ed the orphans. T‘he_-
- ISRA has schootls for them. 1t also care orphans inside '

Afghanistan. The Agency is active in developmg the
rural areas. _

Hﬁi_n;m. Concern Agency: As reaction to the Soviet
[intervention in Afghanistan some Muslims in Canada
decided _ to help. the Afghans and formed an

_ organisation © named of (Box for supporting

Afghanistar). In 1985 the agency started its work in

- Af'ghamstan undcranew name. In the past it was only *
‘ donatmg funds. - to the Mujahideen. It was -

concentratmg on. orphans and the mcdlca] field inside

' Afghamstan and in Paknstan

Mushm World League Thls was founded in late
1985. Its ﬁrst superwsor was Shaik Azzam, who was
succeeded by Imad .Salim a Jordanian. They
concentrated on educatlon Wail Julidan, a Saudi,

_followed Sahm to supervise the work.

Muslifm’i .Aid: its main office is in London, led by
Yousef Islam. He was a prominent British singer,
Christian Kat Steven, who-embraced Islam and started
to serve Musllms He visited Peshawar in 1987.
Azzam convinced him to open a branch here and

started work in the educational field.

Education Center: Led by Shalk Fathi Al Refhai, an

- Egyp‘tlan and backed by a Saudia University. It was.
 formed in 1987, to prepare a unified education
programme for all Afghan parties, this center had a
‘Shura of all parties to devise a unified education
'programme They succeeded in thelr objectives.

i1
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xi.

Xil.

_ Lajant Al

[aternational Islamlc Relief Agency:

Bir Al lShmmhl
(,omn:iltte@) Funded in 1987,

- Afghanistan,

Xiil.

xiv.

XV.

Afghanistan Reconstruction "Office:
Afghanistan, for

from

directly financed by the Kind Fahad in Saudia Arabia.

Reviving Islamic Heritage Society: It started work in }
Peshawar at the beginning of 1989. In the past it was} -
supporting the Mujahideen, individually by digging |
wells constructing mosques in  Afghanistan and |

making donations to the Mujahideen leaders, in
addition to caring fm orphans. It is
Oxgamsatlon 7

Al Madina Ingltute It was formed in 1987.

restricted its prograriume to help orphans especmlly for A

education. It is also a Saudi orgamsatlon

19

. This &
orgamisation o’ngmally worked with the Mushm' -
World League, but due to some differences wit its JE
“brarich in Peshawar, it got separated and formed its
own offices in 1987. It is very active in medical field,
* particularly in Afghanistan, and is supportmq the
.Mujahl.deen there. . ‘

(Islamic  Charity |
it belongs to:the f
Mustim®World Youth (Sudan), It is very active in |
' educagon and medxcal fields msnde and- 0uts1de_‘

7 led by thef
Engineer Ahmad Farid Mustafa, who is an expert in}
engineering.”He established office - after the Soviet f
‘withdrawal
reconstruction. He preparcd a good programme to f

feconstruct Afghanistan in all aspects. This office was - -

Afghan |

a Kuwaiti]

B. The Mujahideen:

- Many Arab ‘volunteers came to participste in -
Afghan’s struggle. Thousands -of them from ‘Arab and ,
Muslim. countries. came to impart and get training for the -
Jihad. The most effective agency in this regard was the
Services Office. It has a guest office and camps for Arabs
and is sending them after training inside Afghanistan, It
also collected donatlons from Arab States for the Afghan :
Jihad. o :

Most of the Arab youth coming for training and

' pcll'tIC]PahOl'l for the limited period they have return to their
countries, because either they are students or clerks, who *

must go back to wonk

_ Many students come during the summer vacat:ons Qt‘
long holidays. Some caine during Haj (Pilgrimage) in 1990.

*: Most of the flights went empty form Saudi Arabia to their
.- countries except (PTA), because many Arabs came to
' pamclpate in the Jihad. .

~

The Arabs reached all the Afghan provmccs and have
also fought at some specific fronts on the borders.

_Accmdmg to the statistics of the Al- -Bunyan magazine
Jissued in October 1988. There was 40 Arab martyrs in’
- --Afghamstan since the beginning, but the number increased

in the battle of Jalalabad.

Most of the Arabs are cencentrated in the city of
Peshawar, and some of them are in Hayatabad an outskirts

- of the city. According to Kabul regune sources, 185 Arabs

killed and 85 Arabs sustained injuries in Afghanistan since
the signing. of Geneva- Accord on April 14, 1988. {(See .

Alsyasha based in Kuwalt issue, 6"‘ March 1990).
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1f.the beginning the Arabs offered. the Friday (_Jllma)' '
~ congregation prayers at the Service office on Arbab Road...
- Then, due to secuiity reasons, some shifted to the mosque
of the Kuwait Red Crescent. But the majority used to pray "
at the (Saba Alail) mosque, where Azzam delivered his
sermons.. But after his ki]ling,' the Arabs divided themselves -

in the Pakistani mosques for security reasons.
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ARAB JOURNALISTS’S
| LOSSES:

_ The Arab journalists are limited to Pesha'ys'(a'r. They
are working as correspondent for foreign newspapers. It is

1 only 1 who was working as a correspondent for Alsharg Al

ecast “Middle East” and “Al Muslimoon™ a weekly

2 newspaper based in Jedda and issued by the same company
* of Alsharq Al Awsat. | worked with the latter a free lancer..

There is also Adnan Ibrahim who worked for Al Hayat -

t  (Life) daily. newspaper based in- London. and Ahamd
~§~ Mansoor who was wirking for Almujtame (society) a

- weekly magazine based in Kuwait, but he left for Kuwait to
" work as the Vice-Chief Editor of this magazine. There was

also Mustafa Hamid who was. working as a correspondent
of Al Ittihad (The Unity) daily newspaper based in Abu

-~} Dhab; then he left it.

L j,Thc other Arab journalists worked with Arabic

. publications based in Peshawar:. 1 want to acquaint the

readers about the Arab journalist losses in Afghanistan.
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JOURNALISTS MARTYRED: _—

D: Abdulhh Azzam, publlshel and plOpI‘lCtOl of
Al Jihad magazine,

Shaihk Azzam. .a Palestinian holding a Jordanian J&
passport and the leader of an Arab guerialla group in
Afghan resistance. and his two sons Ahmad (19) and B
Ibrahim (15) years respectively, were killed in a bomb P
explosion near Abdara Chowk on the main University Road J§
in Peshawar on 24 Nov. 1989. Azzam was a former
‘professor at the Islamic University, Islamabad and Saudi -

Arabia.

He took prematue retirement form the- Islamic
University Islamabad in 1986, havmg been moved by the
Spirit of Jihad in Afghanistan. He reportedly opened an

~ office in the University in Peshawar under the name of F
- Daftar-e-Khidmat (Service Office) and was coordinator. and. |-
-leader of the Arab guerilla fighters in “the’ Afghan.
resistance. His body was laid to rest the same day in the ]
Pabi graveyard near the house of Prof. Sayyaf, among §
many A1ab martyrs who were bur:ed there. F

ABDUL SAMAD: ‘

He was the ﬁlst Arab jourhalist to seek mar[yrdom in §

Afghamstan He was ‘the- correspondent of Al Jihad
magazine. His age was about 27 years. He was Killed '

During’ his participation in Jihad with the Afghan
Mu_1ahndeeu in Jalalabad on December 1985. The Al-Jihad -
magazine did - not wrl ite=about his life but only condoled

He was:laid to rest near Jalalabad, ('see Al —Jihad issue No
10— 1* January 1986).
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with-his family and pubhshed the news of his martyrdom. -}

ABU HUSSAM:

A | syrian. bofn photb- journalist _wmking for Al
Bunyan Al Marsus was killed near Jalalabad on- 16 March

1989,

 The AN.S. (Abdunyan News'Auenw) said the photo
jOLl] nalist. Abu Hassam, 33, was taking photographs of the
hand—to-hand battle between: the Mujahideen and Kabul
forces at Karez-e-Kabir on.the -outskirts of Jalalabad. He -
was killed in indiscriminate bombing by the Kabul regime -
aircraft on Mujahideen positions. The deceased was laid to
rest in. pabi village. He left behind widow! two sons and
five daughters. ‘

- ABID AL SHAIK:

He was an Arab journalist belonging to the U.AE. He
is a brother of Zahid Al Shaik, the Ex-Director of Lajnat ul
Dawa Al-lslamia. Abid was among the three Arabs killed
in a mine blast near Jalalabad in aerial bombing near

~ Samarkhel. The 27 year old Abid, a-staff writer of the

Arabic language magazine Al-Bunyan Al Marsus, was

killed at the Parker military post South of Jalalabad on 7

April-89. He left behind a widow and two children. Abid’s

~ burial ceremony was near Peshawar which was attended by

a large number of Afghan Mujahideen. and refugees,
mcludmg the ex- -interim gover nment Prime Minister, Prof.
Sayyaf

ABU MUAZ (ZAKARIYAH):

He was an Arab Joumallst hailing from. Alleop in ‘Syria.

~ Abu Muaz was killed during the ﬁghtmg in Khost on 30
- August, 1989. He was paltlclpatlhg in Jihad with the
Haqqam group. He was very close to Haqqani. He was 20
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years old. Zakariyah was working as the Chief, Bureau of '

Al Bunyan news agency in Miran Shah, and covered the

Consultative Council, which was held in Rawalpindi in
. February 1989. Het also covered many battles - .in
 Afghanistan, in addition to his atticles written in the Al-
Bunyan Al-Marsus magazine. ' -

. ABUMOHAMMAD:

He was an' Arab journalist, also from Libya, born in

~ Al-Marsus as 2 correspondent inside Afghanistan. During . &

his participation, he was killed in Jalalabad.in May 1990.
Abu Mohammad left a widow and four sons. and
daughters.. ‘ T - R
2. CAPTURED JOURNALISTS:

HUSSAM AL DIN MAHMOOD.

Hussama Al Mahmood was. captured alivé ;,V.iu-f'
Jalabalbd around August 1989. His age was 23 years old.

He was working as a reporter in Al-Jumhoria (Republic)
daily newspaper in Cairo. But he came t0 Afghanistan’ as

. Journalist. The Kabul regime sentenced him 20 years

Imprisonment.

There was another Egyptian journalist before hfm, 3
" who was captured‘inside Afghanistan-a around 1983:and

showed on the Kabul ’ﬁv;ﬂ,;['hen the regime released hims,
" put there is no information about him. . - :

B  ABUOMAR:

~ Abu Omar, 32 years old, an engineer graluated from.
Pakistan. He swas working first in the Al-J ihad magazing.
Then he because vedio photographer for Al-Bunyan news
agency. He was captured with another Arab volunteer in

" Jalalabad. When he was on his mission, in August 1989. He -

was married and had some sons and .daughters. The news
about his life is contradictory. The Kabul regime claimed

1956 in_the capital.. He came to Afghanistan_in 1988 for 1 8 that they killed him, Some Mujahideen, refused to accept.

participation in the Jihad. He 'was working for Al-Bunyan

INJURED JOURNALISTS:

Issam Daraz in lite November 1087, an air craft of
PIA. Which was going from Lahore to Peshawar crashed.
Many passengers died. But Issam Daraz, an Egyptian -

- - journalist, and an old Egyptian officer who participated in
the six- day - ‘Arab-Israel war 'in 1973 Escaped from this

disaster. He lost his video film which he recorded in
Afghanistan. This film contained rare pictures, Which were

‘supposed to come out in the press of fire languages

(English, French; Arabic, Germany and the Spanish}. He
spent .much of his- time inside Afghanistan, and the

| . Mujahidéen camps there.

. ~ The Pakistaﬂ_Timés (a déi_ly newspaper in Lahore).
Conducted an interview with Daraz and estimated that the
cost of the film around 100.000 dollar. Daraz sustained

. injury in this accident, but later on he recovered.

SALEH AL HAML:. e

A Jordanian jouralist was working as a corespondent

for the Al-Jihad magazine in Afghanistan. He was 26 years
-old and graduated the Journalism from the University of

.




Jordan. His leg. was amputated during his participation in
the Jihad at Khost in March 1990. He was to leave t0 Saudi
Arabia for treatment. oo - :

Arab publication based in Peshawar were publishing
the news of journalist martyred and there wills. Their lives, - 18
Jihad and martyrdom—all are a tribute and testimony to K (j'
spirit of Jihad. .. o . : '

§ AL-MAUQIF (THE STANCE):

~ A monthly magazine, bel_onging to the Hizb-e-lslami;

This magazine can be considered as the oldest
periodical concerned  with  Afghanistan, in the Arab
language. Mohammad Zaman Mouzamil, the ~ex-Chief
Editor, is a graduate, Shariah, from Saudi Arabia said: © 1
was in Makka when the Communist coup of 27 April 1978
took place in Kabul, and 1 heard tliat Rabbani-and othet
Islamic parties and non-lslamic parties feaders coordinated
their work against the regime. This coalition pushed me to
issue a newspaper 'td- show our stand. | named it as Al-
Maugif which means that this is our attitude which can be
considered as.a reaction towards Rabbani’s step. but now 1
consider that as emotional” ‘ '

o S , The eighth issue of the magazine was in Afghan local
W, c | languages (Pashot, Darri) It was named (Darize) meaning
stance, Then in the 9™ issue it was changed to Arabic, But
the ex-Chief editor considered his writing for the first issue
in Arabic as the ninth and had to be the first issue.
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“The first issue .of the Al-Muagif appeﬁred'j’n

September 1978, from Makka, which consisted of first page i
typed on ordinary paper. Mauzamil, who was a student  ;

there, said that it concentrated in the beginning on the fact
that we did not benefit from non-Muslims in our J ihad.

In the fifth issue, the editorial was about Saudi Arabia
cutting off its relations with - the Kabul regime. It
appreciated “this step, but mostly the magazine focused on
military ' news and assured that the Russians will withdraw
from Afghanistan. In the sixth.issue the editorial was about
the role of Missionaties among Afghan refugees; and. it
continued its review. about Muslims in the' Phillipines:
From the 13", 14™ and 15" issues, the magazine started to
publish the news of the battle launched by the -Islamic
movement in Syria against its regime. It got the news from
(ALNZIR) magazine. The. Movement Was backed by the
Muslim Brotherhood. There was article: about the role of
the Afghan Muslim women in Jihad. - B

From the 12" issue, the magazine published -an
‘editorial by the title (why does America send ‘assistance to
us). It rejected the view that America was supporting the
Mujahideen. It also condicted an interview with Prof.
Rabbani, who was ‘at that tinie the leader of Mujahideen
Unity. - x S

I could not get the last issue of this' magazine but it
might have been the 16", The magazine Al-Muagif has.
been replaced f;ythé new magazine owned by Mujahideen-
Unity (Al-Nafeer Alam), =~ .~ S

L3

AL-MUAQIF as Newspaper:

I could not get all the issue of the paper. However if ©

was able to get from tlie.‘_l._(_)‘." issye to 21%.In the 10™ issue,

which appeared in March 1980, the banner hgading" was “
Afghariiétan' between ‘the red afternoon .and the red
evening”. The writer discussed in it the details of the 1978
coup and its victims, On second page there was 2 lon'g
article the title They Said the Unity Conditions. What is
your -justiﬁcatidn‘? The article. cqnccnt,rats:d on thg
conditions for unity, patticularly the participation of every
party must be according to its strength. On the thlrd page
was the opinion of Hezb-e-Islami-on the issue of unity. On
the fourth page there was the completion of the magazine
articles. The second issue was-about_Palestine.

From the 15" issue, the newspaper started to have
editorials by the title (After they failed in Tehran, ‘r.hey are
planning for Kabul). The editorial was not rgsftnc_tgd to
Afghanistan only, for’ example, in the next Issue,. the
editorial was on Turkey. : :

In the 17 issue the banner headlihe was a speech of
Abdul Rahim Niazi one of the Islamic Movement founders

in Afghanistan. He said that there Wwas no alternative for
salvat_ion gx,c':pt Jihad. ‘ :

In 20" issie there was a long interview with the
[slarhi¢ thinker Mohammad Qutab, the brother of Sayyed
Qutab, one of the biggest Islamic Movement thinkers in the
world, who was hanged by late President of Egypt, Jamal
Abdul Nasir, in 1966. ‘ .

The newspapers concentrated also on military news.
Policy:
- The policy of the ncwspéper was-the backing of the

Hezb-e-Islami and sympathising with Iran, for instat}gc,‘its’-
editorial (After they failed in Tehran, they are planning for




- Kabul). In the 1.9“" issue the banner :héadliﬂe was {on
- Western lem_ltlon)'. You will leave the competition arena |
but to who? Under it they put some pictures: of Islamic '

leaders, and one of them was of Khomini,
~3 '

- Distribution and Readers:

it was printed in three to four thousand copies and

sent to the Arab States, particularly to the Gulf States, free - -
-of charge. Mauzamil was working in it, alone and one |
‘tyPISF,. who was working overtime. The Ara’b readérs b
-responded much to it. The newspaper was fyped, except O™

g ar;d 21" issues, which were handwritten.-

From the newspaper to the magazine:

'Giving the reason why the newspaper was ‘chan‘g'ed.

into a magazine, Mauzamil said “We changed it because
the magazine can- bc preserved but the neWspéper cannot
And the_second reason is that the magazine can contain.
many articles and reviews, but the newspaper cannot.” .

At this juncture the magazine concentrated on the

introducing the heroes of the Afghan Jihad: analytical -

articles, about the political and historical aspects of the

Jihad.- The magazine also tried to project one Islamic - ]
personality in every issue, like Hassan Al Bana, the founder [

. g-;:'th? Muslim Brotherhood in the world, and Abdul Rahim
iazi, one of the founders of the Islami '
Afghonteton. . of the I;laxnlc Mgvemcnt in
' The ‘mlalgaZine. 'Waé written en-tirel' by "
3 e o ‘wititen entirely by Mauzamil,
mmgglf, and he _.c.omm_entéﬂ -that the. magazine had onify'
such, type of writing which was of prime “importance to
‘the Jﬂ;adi We focused.also in this period that the Russians
_ _cgnnot remain in Afghanistan. This concentration' was the
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backbone of our articles. We also wrote many articles about

.. the weak points of the Russian army. and the differences

b between the army and the K.G.B. on the intervention in

b Afghanistan.” Mauzamil said: Af that time we also attacked
the parties which were not backing the Jihad”

Priht_ing and Distribution:

' In 1982 the magazine closed due to the formation of

. Afghan Unity. The magazine indicated in its last issue that

it was .going to sacrifice itself in favour of Unity. At that
time it was replaced by a magazine backed by the Unity. -
The ‘magazine’ faced many finapcial, administrative and .
_policy problems, like its shifting from political and cultural
committees. - | | . -

Al-Muagif Again:

. After the dissolving of the Islamic Unity in 1985,
every party started to issue its own magazine. Sayyaf,

issued Alburyan Almarsus, Jamiat issued the Voice of -

' Battle;-and the Hezb-e-Islami restarted the magazine, Al--
‘Muagif. The first. issue came after the dissolvation. Al-

“ Muagif ‘wrote its- editorial under the title; (Al-Muaqif is

'Returning). From this issue and after, the magazine focused
on exposing the Russian troops in a series of articles. It .

" wrote marly articles-about Geneva negotiations between the

Kabul regime and Pakistan, In addition to ‘military and
‘martyrs news. The issues were not numbered the new was
the translation of the speeches of Hikmatyar into Arabic. It
has only 38 pages, except number 6-7, which had 58 pages,
" because the magazine focused on the proposal of the Kabul
regime about reconciliation). It was a special issue.

" The distribution in this period was the same as it was .

- in the previous time.
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" Arab Period:

When the Hezb-e-Islami .realised that it .could not N
compete with other Arabic magazines, run by Arabs, the

Hezb decided to hand it over to the Arabs..In March 1988
the first Arab issue made its debut. It was smaller than the
previous ones, but more professional, particularly. There
was one professional journalist working with it, and the
designer - had experience because of his previous services

with Albunyan Almarsus. But the problem of Hezb was g
that it did not select the Arab workers carefully, because

they were from. different Islamic parties. There: was some
misunderstanding between them. So some of them. left-it
- after the first issue. Then was just a designer and archive

expert, left. They appointed (Sayed Ishaq Dalio) Chief,
Cultural Committee of the Hezb. as the Chief Editor of the

magazine, in spite of his ignorance about the Arabic
language. That was just to put on end to Arab differénces in
the magazine. ‘ : ‘

" In the new issue, in the cover story Hekmatyar said:’

“I declare the Jihad will continue.” The first article was by - - ¥
Hekmatyar, under the little: Ditch of Al-Jihad). This was a
new thing for the magazine. It followed the style of

Albunyan Almarsus in which Sayyaf wrote the first article
to impress the Arabs. Then there was military and political

' news, an interview with. Hekmatyar—Afghanistan in the
Media, and other articles. This issue contained 44 pages.

But the next one had 56 pages, which concentrated on the .
stand of the Mujahideen towards the Geneva Accord, and
the support of the Palestinian uprising. The third issue had-

only 46 pages. It sehéh_lsﬁ that the magazine published
whatever it had, and was nof bound by a particular number
- of .pages. It"has been conceritrating on the Mujahideen

government, which was formed by Ahmad Shah the

-
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defacto chief Editor Abdul Rehman Namous said that the

problems was financial, so that there were delaying in the .

magazine, and the nature of. some, Afghan who worked

" with it were rather responsible said Namous.

Pr’intiiig.and Distribution:

From the first issue till the seventh, the magazine was
f)rihted-'in Lahore, except the third issue, whxcl_}' was printed
in .Peshawar. The circulation of the magazine was two

' thousand copies, except the last, the circulation of which

was eight thousand Namous who was the first Chief Editor,

said: “as long as the magazine belonged to the organisation,

it could not cover its expenditure, because it fo’c,:used on -
projecting Hezb views, aid not making any profit.

Its circulation. was in the Gulf States and Western
countries. The magazine was being sent to the Hezb
offices, which distributed them to the people concerned, the

particularly Ulama (Scholars), officials, and others. Saudi

Arabia took about half the issues published. The.:-ma'ggzine :
was being sent free except for the 250 copies sent to
Jordan for selling through a brother Namous in 2 book

- shop there. As for subscriptions, there were not more than .

30 subscribers, ail of them from Saudi Arabia. Namous said
they received donations for the fumniture of the office. The
staff was limited, including some Afg,han translators.

‘New Juncture:

‘ ’I-'ﬁe Hezb decided to deliver the magazine to oth?:r
_ Arabs who guaranteed the collecting of money for it,

| i ial. There were -
- because the main problem was the,.fmanclal here vore
~ many mistakes in the new issue, claimed as the 67",

that was not correct, because the _magazine" had not issued
such a large number. Another mistake was that they dated
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the issue March, in spite of the. pfevxous issues dated ae

‘March, April and May. The new feature of this magazine

. was that it removed the name of Dal_]o as the Chlef Edltor

This issue had an interview w1th Shelkh Azzam. But
its layout had deterlorated '

The next issue was nﬁmbered 68, 69 together. It

concentrated on Azzam’s killing. The distribution was the . J&

same as the previous one. For financial relief the Saudi
Relief Committee donated Rs.2,300,000/- to the magazine.

Al-Muagif with the Consultative Council: =

After this, the mégazine, emerged with -as- the

Mujahideeri Monthly. Their administration was under one’’

command: Faizullah Kakr, and itself. The magazine started
“to issue a weekly bulletine, became a b1-monthly The 70"

~ and 71St issues were blgger in size than the previous ones. . -

‘The 70™ issue concentrated on Hikmatyar as a target of
super power the US. Super Power. It carried an interview

with commander and other outstanding’ commanders. There . :

was supplement on the Tanai coup

The next issue concentrated on thc coup and defended, |

'the position of Hezb. It included other subjects about
Muslim World hke Entrea rn111tary and pohtlcal news.

Prmtmg and Dlstrlbutlon B

From 70 issue, the magazme became a bunonthly,
- published in Karachi: The circulation was 25 thousand

copies, which were send to the representatlves of Hezb-¢- 3

Islami -abroad and also'sfo some. compames ‘abroad. . In

Peshawar they d15tr1bute abowts 1000 coples to Arab ofﬁces -
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- and orgamzatmns, and sent to Islamahad by car ‘and to
~ other cmesmPaklstanbyPIA .mail. 7 _

‘The stgff conéis._ts of seven Arabs an four Afghans.

' Aims:_

“This was the first time Al-Mauqxf dlsclosed its a1ms :

-in ertmg Mr. Kakr said; “We have six aims:

1. . To explam the posxtlon of Hezb e-Islaml and 1tsj .

: relations with important issues. . .
2.  Combating the ‘propaganda  against Mujah1deen .
generally and Hezb parucularly

E 3. To explain. the political and military situation Of_

Jihad, generally, and Hezb, particularly.
4. Disclosing the conspiracies of the efemies.
5.  Exposing the real face of our enemy.

. 6. - Publishing some 1mportant news concermng the‘

.Islannc World
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~ SOUT AL-JIHAD
| (Thg-Vpice'O'f Jihad)
~ AMONTHLY POLITICAL MAGAZINE BACKED B-‘i-’

JAMIAT ISLAMI (ISLAMIC SOCIETY)
SLAMIC LED BY
- PROF.BURHAN UDDIN RABBANT),

The Beginning:

- Abdul Ahad Attarshy, Chief Editor of this ﬁmgazine, -

~who studied at the Islamic Universi audi Ara
tudied slamug ty of Saudi Arabia,
cgu;d not _.cqplplete_ms,studies due to-his participation ii:
- the Afghan Jihad. He said, “After backing by Saudi Arabia,
I proposed ta Prof. Rabbani the idea of issuing an Atabic

- magazine, for our Arab supporters 1in backing us. At that

. time Al-Muaqif (newspaper) owried by the Hezb-e-Islami’

had - already started. I suggested this magazine as an

" additional meahs to inform our Arab brothers about the

~ tragedies and miseties of the Afghan people, in addition t¢

. “the Russian -atrocities. - Professor " Rabbani ‘agreed and -
. appointed me as; the 'Chief” Editor: Then we- started the o
magazine, bearing in migd the basic differénce between a -

Gy rnpapr o s prodia ).
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’fhe first issue came out in July 1981. It had 50 pages

| in black and white, including the editorial, and an article by
" ‘Rabbani, liimself, which was translated from Persian. There
b was also military and political news, and the life sketch of

| Contents of the Magazine:

The magazine was medium-sized. It. was not bound

by a specific number of pages. Sometimes there were sixty
- eight, like the second issye, and. ‘sometimes seventy four

pages, like the 12% issue.

 The second issue - concentrated on the Russian,

L intefvention in Afghanistan. It carried a statement on

behalf of Afghan community all over the world particularly

the Arab countries, on the Russian intervention. Theré was .

a life sketch of Eng. Habibul Rehman,, who was one of the
Islami Movement’s founders. Also a statement of the
Jamiat  Islami addressed to the non-aligned countries”
foreign ministers assembling in Delhi, about the Russian

2 .intervention, the Afghan martyrs and Military news.

~ The circulation from the first issues was 5,000 copies,
-which rose to 6,000 copies in the fourth issue. In the 14™
issue the. circulation was 8,000 copies. The Cultural
Committee 'of the Jamiat . was the. sponsor of its

distribution. Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States were its -

main market, in addition to bookshops and some

;  subscribers. Sometimes free copies were also gifted. The
| administration of Fatwa in Saudi Arabia subscribed to
§ 1,000 copies of every isspe. . -~ ,
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Source of News:

: .

The magazine depended for neWs tl;e ‘Jamié:t’. B

~ particularly: ‘the ‘Committee of Dawa and Planning, in

addition to the representatives of Afghan proifincc_es based

.in Peshawar.

Publishing and Distribution: _

Attarchi said that in the begil_miﬁg the typmg of the
- magazine was in Saddar, Peshawar. Then they took it to

Lahore, because the printing is more developed - there.

There were two persons who were supervising the typing. .
Both of them were working as designers: in Pushto and
- Persian magazines owned by the Jamiat). S

Ceasure of the Magazine:

The magazine ceased publication because of the. §

formation of the Unity of Mujahideen, led by Ustad Sayyaf,

It was merged with Al-Nafeer Alam. But when this Unity
gotdissolved the magazine, which depended on it, was in -

financial straits. .

Finance:

. The magazine dcpéqded on th_é' Jamiat _sOﬁréés;_

donations and subscriptions.
Policy: |
Since the Magazine. was owned by ‘the Jamiat, it

news, both political ang military.

| followed the Jamiat policy, supporting it, and publishing its E |
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'ALNAFEER ALAM
 .(General Reinforcement)

: A Monthly Magazine owned By The Islamic Unity of the

" Afghan Mujahideen.

" The magazine' started appearing after the information
of the Afghan Mujahideen Unity in February 1981.
The editorial was titled (al-Nafeer Alam). Instead of

Almougif) and the (Voice of Al-Jihad). The Chief Editor -
of  Al-Maugqif became the Chief Editor of (Al-Nafeer

~Alam), and the Chief Editor of the (Voice of Jihad)

bccam'e_ that of the voice Al-Nafeer Alam..

The news of the first issue concentrated on the Unity
and its activities. There was also ‘an interview with a -

- Mujahid who came from Punsheir province after the. big

offensive by the Russians. A letter from. Masood, the.
Commander, Mujahideen. in -Punjsheir to Prof. Rabbani,
was printed in it. Military news was provided, as well.

33




Contents:

The significance of Al-Nafeer was concentration on' long
articles, part1cularly about the atrocities of Russians; and
the causes of Islamic movements. Military news did not
get enough space. There was also news of martyrdom in

every issue. In combined fourth and fifth issue Al-Nafeer . J§
published a controversial statement that Sayyaf had become
- the pres:dent of the Unity instead of Rabbani, The | -
magazine continued to quote it. The news-of the ﬁghtmg ih g

Syria was lifted from the Muslim Brotherhood’s magazine.
From this issue the magazine started to pubhsh articles by

wau about the political solution which and the Mu_]ahldeen
refused. It had about 60 pages

In the 6" issue thc editorial was too long about the

attitude of Indera Gandhi. The assassinated Prime Minister .

of India again'st Muyj ahideen and attacked them too much.

Al- Nafeer was not restrlcted to the Afghan issue only, = |

- it was pubhshmg the news of Palestine and Syna as we
- mentioned. '

In the 7" and 8" issue collectively the magazine
concentrated in its editorial on the statement of the Unity
toward the Geneva negotiation and also published ‘the
letters from the Afghan leader which shows that they are

resigned from the leadership, their organizations and joined

“the Unity ‘and all the letters were in Arabic by their

signatures. The magazine contmued t111 the dissolving of |

-lhe Umty in 1985

Do

' 4 Policy' :
Al-Nafeer was large sized. In the second issue it - R
published news about Rabbani as President of the Unity. . 3.

It was artlculated the policy of the Unity and
cdncentrated on the necessities of Unity among Mujahideen
but sometimes concent1ated on the front of Hezb militarily
or Jamiat like the first issue when they focussed on the

_Punjshelr valley battles.o

‘ »Fmanclal Matters

It was financed by, the Islarmc Un1t)f ‘of Afghan
Mu_]ah1deen

Arab thinkers and scholars. In the fifth issue, the editorial - 3 _Cadre

The same staff of Al-Muafiq and Voice of Al-Jihad
and sometlmes the Arabs were forwardmg art1cles in it.

Prmtmg and Dlstrlbutlon

It was printed in Lahore and d1str1buted to Arab
countries freely. Mauzamil said (we were distributing it to-
the same addresses of Al-Mauqxf and Voice of Al Jihad

. previously).
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S
'AL-JIHAD MAGAZINE:

- The Al-Jihad- Magazine is considered as the _r'noét

effective about Afghanistan, 'in the NWFP for the

following reasons:

I Its staff has more skilled people than any other |

magazine, and they work harder 1eT
others. a - larder as .Pompared with

2. +Its-regular continuation, Effdrts are made to publish |

the magazine eve i :
: 1 ry month, .in spite of. .
constraints. ‘ ’ p S Severgl

3. I_t does not l_)e‘lbng to any palty ‘That' enables it to .
convey' the different points of view among ‘the

Mujalll;idéen leaders and parties. It analyses the
situation without such restrictions. '

4. The Al-Jihad magazine considers the history and‘

reality of the Afghan Jihad, from many aspect, like i

military, political economi 1
, P sgonomic etc.. Other magazines

focus one or two aspects, only.
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- Policy: ~

o It has’ .hﬁ?-‘intefesti'ng history of evolving through

| several stages of development, as detailed below:

The .Al-Jihad magazine started- to' introduce the
Afghan issie to the supperters of the Afghan-Jihad in.the
Arab ¢ountries. The Afghans, themselves, could not convey
the news of the Jihad to the Arabs through their own
magazines or papers’ due, to many reasons, like financial

~ problems. The second factor is' their busyness in the -
~-military mattérs, and inadequate staff in the media,
especially Arabic Journalism. ' ' :

. SoDr. Abdullah Azzam aimed from the beginning to
convey the Jihad news to ‘the Arabs and Muslims,

~ generally. The intention to win their support for fighting
~ and for training purposes. Azzam decided to start this

magazine in addition to the one for the Mujahideen,
because at that time there was only the Al-Jihad. Others
had been dissolved and merged with Al-Nafeer Alam “(The
General Crowd)”. =~ o _ :

- The. Alélih'ad magazine adopted from the beginning

" till the formation of the Mujahideen government, the policy
- of supporting the so called ‘fundamentalist parties, Azzam,

as an emotional person, sometimes supported Rabbani too
much due to his going with him to the North, and

-one of them.

- sometimes supported Hikmatyar; but he did not attack any

' The magazine ignored the moderate parties. If
sometimes attacked thém for their support to the ex-King
Zehir Shah. But when the Mujahideen formed their
government on 24 February 1989, the magazine published ‘
an interview, with the moderate parties, like Mujaddids®
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and Gilani. Mohamdal had already published for hun ong -

or two 1nterv1ews

To analyzes the policy of the magazmc, let us take as,

examples, two 1mportant events as under:

1. 'T-he Takhar event took place in 1989 after thé .

withdrawal of the Soviet troops from Afghanistan. A
group of people from Hikmatyar's party killed many
commanders and ordinary peoplc from "the Jamiat
group in Takhar. But’ magazine did not analyse or
comment on the news. It Just presented the news

without any comment. This is where it succeeded to -

keep itself away from the differences of the
Mujahxdeen

2. _Thc Tanai Coup. The magazine could not keepr itself -
away from the differences, because it thought that-

cooperation with Hikmatyar will harm the Jihad. But

‘in fact this attitude d1d not represent All the writers in -

- the magazine.

Finaneces:

Pubhshmg and dlstnbutlon of the magazine depended _

- on donations from Arabs, particularly, and Mushms,
generally. - Shaik- Azzam played a-pivotal role in the
collection of donations. He also did his best in introducing

the Jihad. In the begmmng of 1988, some Saudi merchants.. -
tried to finance the magazine. But Shaik Azzam and some

other members in the magazme council disagreed. They

were afraid that the magazme would get out of thelr )

control
S

iy
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Staff:
“The Al-Jihad ﬁ1agazine differed from others in that
most of its staff are Arabs. A few Afghans are working in

* administrative departments like Arachieve and transiation;

except for one Afghan who is working as an Editor,
because, of his writing and speaking good Arabic. Imad Al
Abid. who is a Palestinaian and graduate of Islamiat from

Saudia Arabial worked from its  beginning as the Chief

. Editor. A Syrian national, Alshawaf, who graduated also

from a Saudia Arabian University in Arabic language,
worked for sometimes as the Vice-Chiet Editor. Issam
Abdul Hakim. who graduated from Egypt in Arabic
language, wor ked as a designer and then as vice-Chief

" Editor, . He was later promoted as Chief editor after lmad’s

departure. | worked as. the Editor ‘since 1986, when | was a
student at the [s_lamlc University, Islamabad. 1 went to
Peshawar once’a week to follow up, the work and write a

monthly article. There were other editors and workets.

' Distribition and Readers:

The magaziné was distributed -much in the Islamic

World particulaily Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States. The
‘personality of Dr. Azzam' played a pivotal . role in this
. dissemination. The magazine recorded an increase in -
. circulation from issue to issue-the- first till the last. It was

not a normal increase. [t was in tune with the events and the
spirit of Jihad even among the common people and not just

- the Myj ahldeen

Most ‘of the circulation of the magazine depended on
agents rather than.individual subscription.

Issam (the Chief Editdr) said that, “The magazine. is '

~available now in the open market. We want it to self-
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dependent We want to make it a selling magazine, unlike .
before. when we made it only for zeal and spirit. Accor dmg
to a survey among readers, more’ than ten readers read one
~ copy of this. magazine, because the)r like it, as no magazine

resembled it. Another recurrent that fact 'is that the

magazine called for Jihad and announced: its readiness to

receive volunteers i in Peshawar at 1ts Serwce Ofﬁce led by

- Dr. Azzam.

Another reason for its pdpularity- is free distribution
among people who cannot afford to subscribe to it. Rich

people make generous to support the magazine. A merchant

donated 1000 Dollans for comphmentary subscrlptlon

The first 50 l&gues were prmted in'Lahore, after whlch‘

its publication was they shifted to Karachi, where the
means of tlanspoxt and labour were cheapel :

The magazme sent abroad by, PIA flights. Dlstrlbution
in  Peshawar was by motor vehicles. Every Arab
organisation was g:ven a few. cnples apart ﬁom the Afghan
offices. :

It is noteworthy that the petiodical was first started as

a News-bulletin by the. Arab students in Peshawar. That
reflected their spirit of thad and spmtual empathy with the
-Afghan cause.

1. AL-M-UHAHI—D‘BULLETIN:

it started. on 28 December, 1982 in Peshawar. It

consisted of a paper printed by the Muslim Students’ Union
run by Arab students whé.came to study-in Peshawar. They
~ published 500 copies of the st issue then raised it to 2000
copies. Jamal Abdu Alia, one of its editors, said that, “The
ideas was proposed by Moustafa Al Tahan, the ex-chief of
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the Intematlonal Musllm Student Umon who gualanteed
its financing, But with the last issue. Shaik Azzam and
Sayyaf, who. was the President of the thhldeen Umtv

'hnanced the bulletin.”

The bul]et'ine was stenciled and sent free to the Arab
countries. It played a role notable in collecting donations

~“for the Mujahideen and mt:oducmg the Afghan J ihad. As
. cadres were working free. as part time employees, because

they were students. It was 'a weekly. The bulletine
concentrated on Military news, and - sometimes. gave
political news. But there was no analysis or comments. [ts
source of news was the offices of Mujahideen parties.

2. Frum the Bulletihe to the Magazine:

Imad Al Abid said: “I came to the Afghan Jihad in
1984. At that time Sayyat was the President of the .
Mujahideen Unity. and they were working hard to start a
magazine .in Arabic. for all Mujahideen parties. In this
period Dr. Azzam proposed to stait a new magazine run by

_his office.- Azzam forwarded my name to take over the

editing of the Al-Mujahid. which has ch'mged to Al-Jihad
plesently

‘Al Abid admitted that he had no experience in
journalism at that time, he had a desire to join the Jihad of
the pen . The first three issues were published in Peshawar.

It was then shifted to Lahoxe to, publlsh a tmted lssue

(coloured) there :

3. First vmume:'zeal without Planning:

" The first .two issues’ were black and white, and
restricted . to military news, with the editorial of Dr.
Azzam, The printing was columnless. They started writing

4]




in columns, with the third issue, and started to include
world-wide news on Afghanistan ﬁom the world media.

Al-Abid thought there was lmprovement in the magazine
by the fifth issue, when he conducted an interview with
Muslim Scholars who- caine for the Jihad. They cOnf‘ 1med"

their :.atlsfacnon with the magazme

Dr. Azzam wrote a letter'in this volume to Musllms
genérally. and Muslim Doctors and Scholars in particular,

about the necessity of their patticipation in the Jihad, In the
10" issue came . the first' analytical amcle about

Afghanistan. It was . about the -conflict. in .the Af;,h'm
Communist Party.

From the fivst issue till the third. thé magazme
appeared as a monthly From the Eounh issue it .was.
changed to a fortnightly till- 17" lissue “of the second"

‘volume. The source. of news,was thé Afghan parties the

Mujahideen who came to the fronts, particularl y Arabs. The -

editor started to write- only in the seventh issue inspirit of

the condition that the magazine was excluding for the .

Afghan Jihad. the ninth issue it publlshed the cover story
about the Atrocities of Amal Shiat militian in Lebanon
against Pa!estaman campq

Assessment:

Al Abid termed this juncture as of zeal and without
planning. There was no follow up on the departments. -

‘There_ was fack of tinancial administration. *We were only

justl and a typist and a distributor. We tried to ask scholars -

to write for us but they were reluctant. The designer was
‘also on part time’ employmfent

(W)

Some Merits:

1. | The ﬁlst volume is more like a book than a magazine.
" lts layout shows the lack of experience and skill, and
also the scarcity or inadequacy of facilities.

2.  Thean ‘experienoed people who ran the magazine, did
not follow the rules and principles of professional
Journalism. .
This volume can be consldeled as a lesson for many
people ‘

4. ° The material was weak lackod depth It did not deal
with the Afghan issue from the roots. There was no -
gnass—loots approach ‘to it The material only
discussed genenl mattefs about Islam and Jihad.

There were: not many 1eadels i the begmnmg ‘ E

'_SECOND VOLUME: STEPS IN THE RIGHT

DIRECTION:

Al-Abid said: “We have focused our efforts in this
volume on the layout and_ pictures which clarify the events

~of Jihad in Afghanistan. For one year we looked for a
* designer. With this volume a Tumsnan brother came and
. started wmkmg with us.”

" The cuculatmn of this volume contlnued as before
The cover stories and articles started to concentrate on

Afghanistan in depth, to-a certain extent. | started working
* for this magazine with: the . 19" jssue and the second

volume, when | pubhshed an article, ““- Israel —Russian-
Relation™, wnhout any restrictions. Also, .the magazine
pubhshed an m-depth study in a series about the reality of
the Soviet intervention, without mentioning the writer. He
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was Mostafa Hamid, ex-correspondent of Al Itfihad, a daily
newspaper based in Abu Dhabi. The magazine introduced a
new column for women. It started to publish Military news
from its correspondents in Afghanistan. | |

Assessment:

_ This period signifies the availability of news editors
and writers, like Major-Adnan Ibrahim, who used to write a
monthly analysis about Afghanistan, and Abdul Rehme{i‘r
Na_mous, to _mcntibn bur a few. [ also started to write an
article in about every issue.

1.  The -editors were- faéihg a  problem of languagef |

!)ecau_se jihe_y' -did not know English or Dari. In this
issue_eminent Algesfan scholar sent his book about

the ég.s_q;ii_l;l-'si@’:“i'f‘l'b_f? Jihad: It was publishéd in the
magazine, His contributign the first among scholars, -

which set an example for others. .

2 The magazine camé out in a new format. [t mentioned”

the names of corrcg;pondents on the front page. " -

3. The ma_gaz_ir!e started from the 17" issue to pub[féh a.
supplement in English, consisting of a few pages in

the middle. But it ¢ould not continue. due to the lack” -

of cadre, and other problems.

4 Sqme writers started to send their articles from
abroad, e.g., from Saudi Arabia, -
5. Al Abid termed this period. as the most difficult
- because of the sensitivity of the Mujahideen toWard;
- any Writiug about _euf?"l particular. The magazine tried

to play a balanced rolé in Misiggard. '
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6. -Inthe first issue of the second volume, the magazine

‘started to present the readers. Mail.

7 The volume was printed in columns, and was tinted.

& THIRD VOLUME-MAGAZINE STABILITY;

MARTYRDOM TALKS: .

~ The third volume started with the 25™ issue, which
consists of the cover story of an interview with the
Directors of Muslim Volunteer Organizations about their
activities and role among: refugees. Qazi Hussain Ahmad,
who became the president of Jamat-e-Islami of Pakistan,
wrote an article, on “The Afghan lssue and Russian
Strategic Amendments,” in the 315, Talks about the
Afghanistan became- deeper. The magazine was .interested
in investigations and study like Jihad in the Heart province.
It also showed important photos to attract Muslims to this
Jihad. particularly about the Battle of Jaji in Paktia
province and the attacks of Russia against Jawar front in

© Paktia. (See 32 issue of the magazine). In this issue also,

the magazine addressed a letter to the ministry of

_Informiation iri Arab countries for allowing the magazine to

be distributed freely. )

In this volume the ‘magazine started to publish-
monthly statistics of Jihad ‘as quoted by the (1.P.S.) Institute
of Policy ‘Studies Islamabad. Concerning the martyrs, the.

- magazine “particularly Dr. Azzam, concentrated * on

projecting them to inspire Muslims to Jihad, and donate to
it. Dr. Azzam started to write in every issue about their life

~and how they had been killed. The magazine also reported -
the activities of the branches of its .Services Office.- :




Assessment:

This period signiﬁés the stability- of the magazine,

. which adopted a specific shape and form, after a confusing 5

and ill-planned start with this volume, Issam Abdul Hakim
started as a designer. He tried his best to develop and
promote the magazine, and in fact, he succeeded to a
certain extent, in spite of the lack of ill facilities. But the

problem was that the magazine adopted the policy of -

6990111'z?ging people to come to Jihad. but without
discussing the real situation in Afghan. This unclear picture
causcd:,sPnle_ people to be come nervous, because thej/ saw
some thfng_, different from what the magazihé published
- This policy was corrected later on, to a certain extent: -

- 6. FOURTH VOLUME, FOLLOWIN
INDEPTH: . bl

Lot 'The‘maga-.zine, registered in this volume an important-
eaf forward with the formation of an editing committee

which consisted of the editors. I was one of them. We used -

to assemble before jz."very' issue, to specify the writers and
kind. of articles, In this volume théi.rﬁagaziuc ‘publi.shed :a
study by me about the history of the Afghan Communist
party, which was serialized in"sixteen issues. It has been
collec.te_d. in a separate book, latély; The : magaz'ine'élso
| cove_re;i_ the__'ev_entof the Geneva Accord. It t‘ransla'ted'the'
text of the Geneva Accord and got commented on it by
experts -in the (L.P.S.), editors, the ,Mujéhidéen leaders,

reflecting their reaction towards it,

- When the Soviet Union withdraw from Afghanistan, -
: th¢ ~cover story was about the  next strategy " of thé’r" '
Communists in Afghanistan, and of thé Mujahideen. This

proved the-its credibility¥in, following up ‘the situation.

.)yhen __th'e_ : concerned- “citel®s ‘were discussing the
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" reconstruction of Afghanistan, the magazine held a -
b - - convention of the. directors of Muslim volunteer
" organizations and published it, in addition 'toa unique
~ investigative reports . about the problem . of mines in

Afghanistan. This ‘period which witnessed the
assassination of Gen. Zia Ul Haq. Dr. Azzam wrote an

editorial about Zia and praised him much. But the editors -

advised him to avoid it, due to his not implementing the
Sharia. So Azzam accepted their views, and instead wrote
another article. The comment of the magazine on the killing

. of Zia was that the Afghan Jihad started before Zia and will

continue after him. like Islam which was not. affected by

“the death of Prophet Muhammad (SAS!). The point which

is not according journalistic rules ‘in this magazine,
generally, and this volume, particularly, is that the editorial

by Azzam does not deal with the latest situation of
. Afghanistan. For instaice, when the Geneva Accord was

signed and all the. people were thinking about the post-
Geneva period, Azzam wrote an aiticle by the title; “Sweet
‘Ramazan on the Plate of Palestine and J?cfghanistan." (See
42 nd issue in May 1988). A similar thing happened when
the Soviets withdrew from‘_-Afghahistan'.-ﬁhe editorial was
not about this event. Instead; Dr. Azzam' wrote about the
encouragement - of a Sahabi (companion of Mohammad -
(SAS!) (See July issue 19880. '

Any person who follows this magazine closely, will
see the differences in the points and view of its writers. For
instance, when the Khost battle took place in late December
1987, Dr. Azzam wrote from the battle field about it,. He
considered it a battle which Afghanistan had not witnessed _
before. The magazine published many pages on it in spite
of opposition by the editing staff, which, in their view,
would repeat what had happened in Vietnam, when one
American leader had said: “Declare your victory and then
‘withdraw”. The Russians gained some victory in this battle;
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but it was so hard on them that they withdraw, after it. -
Many observers at that time considered this. Soviet.
concentration on Khost to show thé world that Russia

defeated the Afglians and then withdrew like the Chines did -

to the Indians in 1962. After this, 1 wrote an article in the
next issue, i.e.. 39™ issue February 19883}\1 hy Khost? This
led one of our colleague. editors to say that-this magazine is
a multi-magazine, due to the diffefent vieys of the editors:
For,the first time the magazine-published two issues
together, i.e; 54™ and 55" . It carried an’ interview of
‘Sayyaf, who was the Prime Minister .of the Interim
Government. : : -

7. 'FIFTH VOLUME. COMPUTER.PERIOD:
This volume can be considered as the start of its
computer period. " because it “started ‘its printing on.
computer. with the 49" issue. That facilitated printing and
layout. In this volume Dr. Ahmad Al Assal, the Vice-
"E?l:_esid_ent of the Islamic University: in Islamabad, wrote a-
~“general article about Islam. The magazine concentrated in
this period on the Mujahideen government. =

_ In the 56" isste, the editorial staff tendered their’
resignations, because of its unrealistic articles, and 'fm"n}.{)t
deriving news from the sources. But some of them, ‘went
back, except I and another. Dr. Azzam. convinced them,
back and allowed them to include in every issue a letter:
“eriticizing the situation and discussing Afghanistan from
- their own differing point of view: But unfortunately the "
_111éigazine'sta'l'ted to justify the letter in’its own favour. C

| When ‘Al Abid left the, magazine, Issam became ‘the
* Chief Editor along with a new*dne who had come recently
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from Jordan, a graduate ] ournalism from a Jordanian
University. In this period Kamal Helbaowle, wh_g was an
Arab Advisor of the (L.P.S.) and heading the Arabic Section
thére,fissued a monthly. report about Afgha_nistan.- He wrote
an article in every issue. ' '

8. THE REST OF THE ISSUES:

_Issam .said_that in these and in future.-they were to
depended on them selves, financially. “We want to enter
the market as a magazine, not like before, wl_lgp we
depebded on Islamic bookshops. We vx'nll take” the-
impertane of:‘ diStl‘i_bUtiOﬂ.in our co_llsldel'atlgll. Also, the
and ‘other. factors which are different from

n-‘.'thié period 'the'magazine lost two o.f= its strongest
supporters, Sheikh Tamim Al .Adname,. Du'ejctm' of the
Services Office. who died in America during his. lecture on
the Afghan Jihad. He died of heart attack. Dr. Azzam was
"Killed in Peshawar along with his two sons . in a car.bomb
‘last the magazine covered two events with good photos.

After the Mujahideen took over pOWel-' in Kabul.
Infighting among engaged. The” magazine decided to shut
down particularly after the Arabs started to leave the

country. ' o
| The infighting was a big disappointnient for 'thcm,. as
for'so many othér supporters of the Jihad because a Cl-V!]
war among Muslims is considered to:be against the Spmt
of Jihad. It is'a negation of Jihad, per se. :
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AL-BUNYAN AL-MARSUS
(UNSHAKABLE FOUNDAITON)
A MONTHLY POLITICAL MAGA'Z_INE OWNED BY

HEZB ITTIHAD ISLAMI LED BY ABDUL RABB
. RASOOL SAYYAF. '

(ks Tht: first 'iss}lg of this magazine appeared in July
, atter.the failure of the Mujahideen Unity led by

Sayyaf. In thefirst issue and under the title, “Why the

magazine wrote: Unfortunately, some of these conspiracies
have succeeded, which tore the ranks of the Mujahideen. It

was like Al-Bunyan Al-Marsus. All of these conspiracies .
demand clear confronting and encountering. From here we:

will confront the conspiracies, in addition to work for unity
to pure the Muslims ranks. This magazine has made its
debut--as a unique organ of the Islamic front line in

‘Afghanistan”. The words ‘unique Islamic lines’ upset other

Afghan pe_xrties, because it means according to their

understanding, ' the other parties “are. not unique and

. fundamentalist. : .
k™

T e,

“im

30.

Contents:

The magazine used to publish at least one article in
gvery issue as an editorial by Prof. Sayyaf. In the first issue
their was an.investigative report about orphans. General
topics about’ Communism, the. relation between India and
Russia, preaching Islam. military news, Afghanistan in the
media and cartoons, weié also available.

Other issues followed the same plan. in addition to
some topics on Islamic law, and literature concerning
Afghanistan, The magazine concentrated on investigative
reports from inside Afghanistan. [n every issue there was a
big review about one’ front “and interviews with
commanders with photos and goodislayout. The magazine -
did not touch much the political aspects of the Jihad. It also
published many articles about other Muslims and the
countries like the Philippine, Lebanon. and Indonesia.

The magazine published in its last issue, the diary of
Sayyaf in Jail, and was interested much with the Arab
martyers inside Afghanistan. s problem was delayed
appeararice—sometimes after _more than two months,
which tired the readers. ' -

Source of News:

The magazine depended inl the beginning on Arab and
Afghan correspondents who are worked without charge for
some time. Some of its editors went inside Afghanistan’
and wrote investigative reports from the battle-fields. There
was also one office for it based in Quetta. This office which
sent news and investigative reports, also depended on the

“sources of the Ittihad paity led by Sayyaf. When the Al-

Bunyan news agency was established, the magazine
depended on it for news. ‘
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The Staff:

The magazine started with two Sudanese, one

Egyptian, one Syrain and myself None of us had any-

previous journalistic experience. I was editing the political
news, sometimes the military news, and wrote about the
* political parties in Lebanan a series, by the title: Lebanan-
An Open Wound. The Many Arab volunteers who came to
Jihad, wrote forit free of charge. In its 30" issue, the Chief
Editor was changed from an Egyptian to a Sudani, and the
magazine came under the control of Sudanis, who are
skilted in journalism. Some people attributed this-change to
the situation -in  Sudan, because af‘tér _the ‘salvation
revolution,’ all the newspapers ceased. They made, these
" Islamist journalists to come to Peshawar and help Islamic
magazines belonging to the Mujahideen. There were also a
few Afghdnis working in it. | '

Finance:
.

/  The magazine succeeded in projecting a favourable’

. ‘picture about Afghanistan to the Ar_ab- readers, particqlarl;_y.:
It depended on the spiritual emotional “appeal of

martyrdom:, This motivated the Arabs to donate to Sayyaf. -

The donations came to Sayyaf, himself, o Ahqu-Shah,
his Vice. S

Policy: -~ . - ' s

~ About its policy, the magazinementioned in its first
issue that it followed the unique Islamic line given by the
Quran and the Hadith oFPgophet Muliammad (SAS!). But it’
was concentrated on the Ittitad party'led by Sayyaf, which
he owned. o ' ' : -

a2

Printing and Distribution:

 "The ma'gaziﬁe Wa'sl' printed in Lahore. Lat.(:‘{l" 'it. was
shifted to 1slamabad. The circulation of the first issue was
3-5 thousand copies: then it rose to 12-15 thousand. From

the 12" issue till the 20_"‘,' the circulation was from 20-235

thousand copies. Later on it was raised to 31:"1-40_' thgusqnd
copies. In the middle of 1989, t.he Saudi D1st!'|bL|t1|1g
Company-started to take 5,000 copies. The magazine was
sent to other Arab countries- by mail and the b90k§l1ops
there sold it. There were also-some subscribers to it. In
addition, the magazine is sent to the representatives of the
Sayyaf party all over the world.
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SOUT ALMA RAKHA
(The Voice of Battle)

(Newsletter Backed By Jamiat Islami) -

The Beginning:

Inayatullah Khalil, the Chief Editor said : “We started
our newsletter after the dissolving of the Islamic Afghan

Unity in 1985, led by Prof. Sayyaf. We waited for some .
times, because we thought that may be there will be unity -

in the media, but when we saw Al-Bunyan Al-Marsus came

out and then Al-Maugqif resumed, we adopted our decision - |

to start our own newsletter fortnightly, permanently, Still
we continued to hope that may be there will be Unity in the

media. They could theu pool their resources.”

Contents:

. _ : : ¢
The first issue appeared in January 1985. Its editorial

declared: “My believer brothers in the East and the West, .

this is the voice of battle. The voice of your Mujahideen

_ brothers in Jihad: Allah Akbar: Allah is greatest. We want~

4

. taste.

)
P

to convey the news to the Muslims, precisely according to

. our ability without exaggeration”. The first issue contained

military and political news and had four pages.

~ Most issues have from 3-5 péges. There was no
political news and no editorial. - The paper -only
concentrated on military aspects, according to the Arab

In the 10" issue of December 1985, 'the bulletin pﬁblished
its first political news, which was about the tour of

.- Gorbacheave to France. It was condemned by the bulletin.
- In the next issue, political news was about the tour of the

Mujahideen delegation to the UN., demanding a seat for
Afghanistan in the U.N. After this issue the bulletin started
to  published political news and editorials, which -
represented the policy of newsletter. From 13" issue it
started to write about the. difficulties faced by the Afghan

Jihad. The pieces were written by Prof.Rabbani, without
" mentioning his name. The Chief Editor told us that the
.- articles were about the problems of youth, like education,

‘and the media. The newsletter continued till 27™ issue;

then changed its name to Al-Mujahidoun magazine.
Sources of Newsletter:

The newsletter depended on the news of the Jamiat.
Military news was quoted- from the “Afghan News,” a
fortnightly bulletin in English, backed by the Jamiat, also.
The Voice of the Battle” was run by the political office of
the Jamiat, - ‘

Cadre, Printing and Distribution:

~ Khalil, the Editor said: “I was alone writing, typing
and distributing. We were printing at the political office of
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- the Jamiat. We were distributing 800-1000 coplcs to the

Jamiat oﬂices in Arab and European countnes
. Policy:
The Bulletin art:lculated the aims of the Jamlat, only,

Tand: concentrate‘d on pubhshmg the news of the . Jamlat
front. T
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WAH ISLAMAH (Oh lslam)

- A MONTHLY MAGAZINE BACKED BY THE
. ‘NURISTAN GROUP '

The name of this magazine was attributed to the
Muslim lady who, when she feel captive to the Christian
forces long ago, she -shouted: *Wah Mutasimah™ which
meant the leader of the Muslims at that time. This p\ushed

.the leader to prepare an army to rescue her, and they did it.

So when the people ever after say : “Wah Islamah”, it
means they are asking for help from the Musli‘ms

The ﬁrst issue’ which appeared in’ Aprxl 1985, was, -
also the fast. There were three Arabs working in One. of

- them was a Palestinian who supported the Nuristani group

at that time and supervised it. The magazine claimed that it

~was going to change the miserable plight of the Muslims. It

was an ordinary paper. Contained an article about Ruésia,"
generally, news of the world history of ‘Nursitan,.

.Afghamstan in ‘the media and other items. It pubhshed

6,000 copies, which were distributed free to the Arabs in

. Peshawar and Arab States. It was.published in Peshawar,
. but the photos were [lnac.lc.in Lahore. It had 35 pages, only.
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"-7/2

THE BULLETIN OF THE
_ LAJNAT AL DAWA
| AL ISLAMIAH

LA

The mformatmn comnuttee of la_mat Al - ‘Dawa Al

7. Islamiah is a part of the; soc1ety s reform organisation based

in Kuwait. This- Lajnat 18 workmg among-the Mujahldeen
.and refugees in health and education fields.” The three-

" person information commxttee consists of Abdul Rehman -
- Namous, graduate from the Medla College, an Iraqi, and - 3
. .Abu Yakub. The lattér worked as translator from Persmn to, . §

Ar abic, and as- a photographer weIi

The ﬁrst issue came out in Febluax - 1986 con51st1ng -

. of a few typed pages. It was: Photostatted and’ distributed.
" The, circulation was only from 40-50 copies, given to

Islamic magazines in Peshawar and-Arab Organizations, in
-addition to a few copies to the main centre of La_;nat in

" Kuwait. The centre gave a ‘copy. each, to' Arabic magazines
‘and newspapers baseds i Kuwait. They also pubhshed
 information - about the Afgxan Jihad.  “Al Mujtaima”
- (Society) which is publlshed from Kuwalt - cited
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- .“_‘-,' mformatxon from thls source. The Bulletm lasted tlll thc'
c 10t nssue, when 1t stopped because ltS edltor left the jOb

. E 1988 L. D. 1. Resumed pubhcatlon by an Egypt:an

Joumahst named Ahmad Mansoor. He was working as

Director ‘of the Infofmation Cominittee of the Lajnat, and
was alsol a correspondent of Al Mujtama and other Islamic

" magazines. . [t became regular. The news. edltor used to

- read his Bulletine évery Frlday after prayers in the “Saba

= Alail” Mosque (the nght Lion),  where all the Arabs

 offered ‘their Fnday prayers and where Sheikh Abdullah.

 Azzam gave his sermon. So most 'Arabs llstened to the
' latest news of. Afghamstan through thlS bul]etme

~ Contents: -

The ﬁrsvten issues contained analy51s or news reports_

‘on the latest development - followed by news of the

provinces and military action there, in addition to an’
interview with Sayyaf Hikmatyar, Rabbani; and Khalis

~about their attitude towards the political solution. They

were concentrating on these four leaders, (not on moderate
leaders), particularly- Sayyaf. In the last i issue they focused

O the actwmes of L. D I. .

" Source of -Bulletm:

~ According to Abdul Rehman, their primary sources
for the first ten issues were the office of Afghan parties, for
‘military news. They also met the people who came from
inside Afghanistan, particularly Arab volunteers who had
spec1al houses in Peshawar.

The last issue edited by Ahmad Mansoor depended as -

its sources on the (AMRC) Afghan Media Resource Centre,
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Afghan . agencnes and. Pakistan and Kabul lﬂleb It was .

financed by the L.D.1.
- Policy:

It -was supporting the Islamists or so-c'éllé&
“fundamentalist™ parties, particularly Sayyaf's party.
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AL-MUJAHIDOUN MAGAZINE
~ (Holy Warriors)

- A monthly political magazine backed by ;_‘he _
Jamiat-e-Islami lcd by Prof.'Rabba‘ni._" S

The editorial of the first issue of the magazine; which

-appeared in November 1986, mentioned that the imagazine

came another Arabic magazine, which -was restricted:to
some specific as a reaction to parties and publishéd §ome
speclﬁc provincial nnhtary~ news, and neglected ‘other
provinces. So the magazine came to publish news of all the

: I\/[u_]ahldecn and concernmg all of Afghamstan

Mt Inayatullah Khalil Hadaf, the Chief Editor of the

‘magamc., said that the first issue of the magazine was
‘supervised by Musa Tawana, who was one of the Islamist

founders of the Islamic Movement in Afghanistan. It seems
that the menticning of His name was well-known and his
personality had its propaganda value . He know Arabic, and

- was well known among Arabs. The second: issué of the

magazine mentioned Inayatullah Khalil Hadaf as the Ch1ef

EdltOl"_.
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. [ . ° . . - s
The latter-said: “I started the magazine my,éelf with |
two brother people, and chose the name of mag;zine
which Prof. Rabbani approved. In spite of issu’ihg the
magazine in black and white, Rabbani and the brothers in
the Jamiat admired the magazine, and supp'orted- us by -

- editing, writing for and financing it.”
Magazine Contents:

- Prof. Rabbani wrote two articles in the first issue. The
first was about the dying leader of the Muslim Brotherhood
Omar Al telmasani.in Egypt: Hcaﬁs Are Wounded with the:
Departure’ of Telmasani.” He wrote ‘another article about
his tour of America and diriner with Reagan, ex-president
of the U.S. Many supporters disapproved of it and created

confusion about the Jamiat, so he justified his stand in this

article.

Musa Tawana, right from the first issue, started to

record the history of the Islamic Movement: “heality About - "

the Islamic Mcovement in Afghanistan.” The Afghan News
backed by the Jamiat, translated some of it into English and
published it. | o R

o :[he magaztine concentrated to- some extent on the
situation of the Jihad in Punjshir, because it was considered .

the strong hold of!the Jamiat Islami. The magazine

publishcd the letter of Masood to Rabbani, and other Jihad
~ news, The magazine tried to publish an' article in every
issue about orie outstanding commander from’ the Jamiat
‘with his photo. B o S

-, From thie first issue, Dr. Haq Shinas, .whb g'mdmd N

with a Ph.D. from Tehran Sn-Elistory, started to publish his
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' Source of the News: R

. book mDan ‘In Arabic '_thq_re_ were also. some ideological
- . drticles. ' - :

~

The magazine depended on its source on the news
releaged by the political commission and . military
commhission, of the: Jamiat . in addition to the provincial

- representatives. . %

‘Magazine Staff: ';;:

'Hadaf said: “the first Arab brother who came to help
us was a Tunisian brother financed by the Services office.
His name was.Abu Jaffar. He was helping us in the lay-out,
pninth issué. An Egyptian brother, Ahmad Abdul | -
Aziz,- came 'and’ worked with us as designer. He ha
prévious experience. Other Arab brother ‘also helped us.
His name was Ahimad Mansoor, who was working, as a

" correspondent of the Al-Mujtama magazine. Then an other

Arab, Hussam came from Yemen and helped us. Most of
them worked for some timg and then left.”

The magazine had-also three or four Afghans who
knew Arabic and graduated either from Saudi Arabia or

' from the International Islamic University, Islamabad. |

* PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION:

The magazine was printed in black and‘white, from

' the first issue till 18" in Lahore. It was distributed from
 Peshawar, inside Pakistan: and -outside. The circulation of

the first issue reached 6,000 copies, and the second issue

‘was- 7,000 - copies. In the ninth and tenth issue the
_ circulation reached 10,000 copies. After this, the magazine

cooperated with distribution companies for marketing, so
 that its circulation reachéd 15,000 copies. :
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From 18" issue, the magazine shlﬂed to Karachi for
economlzmg on expenditure and for maxlmg facilities. The
magazme started to publish. tinted issues. The cost of a

- copy in the beginning was about Rs.4/- But by the last
issue, it reached Rs.15/- in Lahore; but m Karachi - it
decreased to Rs.12/- only

The Chief Editor sald “We started from the 20™ issue
to send 8,000 copies to a marketing company in- Saudi .
“Arabia, where every copy is sold Rs. 30/-. The ‘company
~ takes Rs.8/- as its commission, rest’is for us. 'I'here are
companies for distribution in Bahrain and UAE. We are
also sending the magazine to»- the -Jamiat representatlve
offices abroad. The subscnptl(m of ‘the magazme reached
2,000 persons The magazine has’46 pages in every issue.”

Fmancnal'Matters

Hadaf said that the ﬁnancmg of the: magazme was by
“the Jamiat-e-Islami. “Of course we are receiving some.
donations from Arabs, who.do not want to mention their

names. More than once;: 1 found cheques in.our accounts.
without a narne

-

Policy of Magazme

The magazine’ is following the pohcy of the Jamlat
and pubhshmg its news, particularly. In addltlon, 1t writes
about the lives of Jamiat commanders.

\H

&¥
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AL MUMINAT

(Women Believers):

BACKED BY THE AFGHAN ISLAMIC WOMEN’S
ORGANISATION

This. newspaper which changed after the first issue to.
a magazme is the first in Arabic about Afghan women. The
first issue appeared around October, 1987. We could not
get it in spite of our contacts with the Superwsors of the

magazme

Contents .

The Superwsor of the paper said about the contents: of
the first issue: “We concentrated on discussing the mole of
women in the Afghan Jihad. The Position of women in the
Afghan society was covered, also the activities: of the
wonlen’s organizations which backed this magazine, led by
Fatima Yaser, a ‘graduated of the Science University m

Kabul ’

" The 'second and last issue .was magazmn They
metitioned in the second issue that the magazine was a
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translation of _an. Afghan' magazine .:backed*;'b;.l‘l their - i

organisation.

The next issue had an open letter. to Muslim brethren

striving in the way of Allah; an article about ' the

- organization and its background; a ‘letter to women

believers; Afghanistan from the geographical and historical

point of view, and a story of Muslim women in’the time-

scene of Prophet Muhammad (SAS!).

The Staff:

_The staffs wer¢ ‘Afghén wormen. The widow of Prof, -

Azzam and other Arab women' itke. Aum’ Subhaib were
helping them in writing. The supervisor explained the delay
_inissuing the magazine to be due to- the lack of staff,

Printing ard Distribution:

1,000 copies of the magazirie were published in

Peshawar. They ‘were sent to Arab countries, especially

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan, United Arab Einirates and

other Arab donor countries, * which helped to collect
donations. for the paper. - -

WEEKLY-REPORT:
‘This report may be considered to be the
first Arabic weekly publication in Peshawar.

‘The first issue started on 6" of December '1987'f.r0m--

Islamabad. Then it was shifted to Peshawar. The first report

was only two pages, which summarised the military and
political situation. The second issue was of three pages.
Later the report contained 6-8 pages. Its style was to

~‘summarise first the “politicat and military situations, then

offer details of fhesq‘two aspects. The last issue came out
on 22" of August, 1989. ' B

Motive Behind the Report:

‘Adnan Ibrahim, the Supervisor of the report, said: N
“We started from Islamabad because it was at that time the
centre. of information about the Afghan issue,. and the
centre of decisions, in addition to the availability of
communication facilities. The idea of the report came from -
‘Wall Julydan —The ex-Director of Saudi Red Crescent in
Peshawar, who worked as the Director of the Muslim

- World League in Peshawar.” [brahim added that: “A_ﬂet we
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saw a report of West'ém dipl'dm'ats based in Islamabad

concerning Afghanistan, and dealing with this issue from a .
particular biased point of view, serving special purposes, .

and realizing the' absence of proper ‘reports -among
Muslims, we have started this report to be objective and
true.” - : '

- The report avoided rhetoric, which was common in
magazines. It was interested in the factual aspects of news.

It was aimed at policy makers in Muslim States, and the . -

~ Arab diplomatic community, which was, and stills,
dependent on Western diplomatic reports. -

In- July 1988 the report shifted from Islamabad to
Peshawar. Adnan Ibrahim  attributed this shifting to
Peshawar-which became the center of news gathering and
spreading on Afghanistan at that time.

~

Printing and Distribution:

In the beginning the report was being printed without.
attributing it to any ofganisation. But in its 2™ January
1989 issue, it was mentioned that the report was to be
published from Al-Jihad House backed by the Al Jihad

Magazine supervised by Sheikh ‘Azzam. Adnan brahim

said in this connection “We were seeking an organisation to-
 attribute it to and we agreed with Al Jihad House.”

The report started with an ordinary typewriter. Then
- the third or fourth issue was typed on an IBM machine; and

it improved much. On 14" November 1988, they started to

print it on a computer. It was on ‘white paper and photo-
stated (200-250) copies) and distributed to Arab diplomats
in Islamabad, Mujahideelt. leaders, offices of Mujahideen,
Arab  Volunteer Organisations, Arabic Educational
Institutions, Arab States and European States by mail,
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~ except Saudi Arabia where théy were sending a cop.y-jby

fax. There the matter was photo-stated and distributed to -

- people interested in the Afghan Jihad to raise funds and for

moral support. On certain occasions, branches’ of Service

. Offices led by = Dr. Azzam distributed it to’ Arab
" Communities in America, also. ,

For the Afghans who did not know-Arabic, Fhe report
was translated in Dari and Pushto, for a short period. 'Latf:r :
it was printed on computer to publish about 100 copies. It

| was distributed to Afghan leaders. .

Source of Report:

Direct interviews with Afghan leaders, local Afg.han
News Agencies, Pakistani Newspapers, World Services

. Radios and Some Arabic Newspapers.

Financial Matters:

It was financed by some Arab donors.

" Closure of the Report:

The repbrt ceased to be published on 22" of Au_gust
1989 after the mysterious incident of the burning Ibrahim’s

. house when he was out of Peshawar.

Ibrahim Said in fhis connection: “I do not think there

is A linkage between the burning of the house and my =~

réport. I was in Islamabad when this event took place on
17™ August, 1989. 1 was prepared for the next issue but the
material was burht among other things, then the report
stopped.” Ibrahim added that:’ the decision of the-clc?sure
had been already adopted, but it might be that the incident

" coincide with the closure of the report.”
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 Staff:

The cadre consxsted of the Chlef Editor: and three

e translators (from English to Arabic, Persian to Arabic and

~Pushto, Urdu into Arablc), a typlst and a dlstnbutor of
news w1th1n Peshawar

‘ Pbllcy

It was pubhshlng the views of all. Afghan leaders, but

concentrated the 1slamist’ leaders
. -
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AKBAR AL BUNYAN
(The News of Al-Bunyan)

This bulletin was first delivered on 26 of August
1988, backed by Al Bunyan News Agency by Prof. Sayyaf,
the leader of the Islamic unity party. The bulletin just
published the news of the Agency on ordinary paper. It
depended  on the sources of the party, radio Kabul
newspapers. The topics which was covered in its first Gen
Zia’s killing, statements of Ahmad Shah, the P.M. of
Mujahideen government at that time and other big military
operations, Sometimes it was publlshlng analytical article’s
life: “Who kllled Zia?”

The bulletin came out to meet the needs of Arabs in
Peshawar, because many of them could not follow the
situation due to-their not knowing the local languages. So it
was published every Friday and distributed in the mosques
where Arabs prayed together. The circulation was not more
than 100 copies. The bulletin reached the S‘h issue, then
ceased because of the appearance of Laheeb Al Maraka.
The latter became. the weekly for Arabs, and served the

I3




same objective._,The.S,upervié}or of the bulletin decidcoi to

come out with a newspaper. The cadres were Arabs of the
~ Al-Bunyan News Agency. Its policy was to support
Mujahldeen generally, and Sayyaf, particularly.

7

LAHEEB AL MARAKA
(The Battle of Flames)

Weekly Bulletin issue by the Services Office for the
' Mujahldeen (SOM). - Co

The first issue of this per10d10a1 was: lssucd on

- rordmary paper. It contained a statement by Engmeer
. Hikmatyar, President Mujahideen- Alliance at’ that: time,
~ - which was srgned by him but written by Dr. AZzam. It was
dated May"1, 1988. The second issue had mlhtary and-

- 'provincial news from ‘Afghanistan, besides political news.
* The third issue contamed a summary “of the political and _
‘,mllltary situation’ followed " by -some elaborations. The

fourth con31sted of Mu_]ahldeen statement about thelr

: apprehenswn on signing the Geneva Accord

This trend and style contlnued till the nlnth issue, |

| after which some changes were introduced in the Bulletine: .
- . They published it on special papet of the services Office. It

was mentioned -on' the top that the bulletm was specially
for donors :

" In the 16™ issue they: named it os the voice of the

- Bat;lerfBut when some people argued with Dr. Azzam that
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there- was Bulletm by this name beIongmg to Jamlat-e-
Islami, he readopted the old name “Laheeb Al Maraka”

‘ Contents

The Bulletin- usually camed a preface by Dr, Azzam
in every issue; which had, twor ‘or-three pages, ‘calling the
readers to support the. J1had, morally and financially.
Usually he presented the posxt'v‘e aspects of the Afghan
struggle’ and encouraged - the "youth " for - participate. He

succeeded in collecting thousands of youth from all over '
the Arab- and Muslim ccountries, generally, and from

Pakistan, as well. He was called the spokesman - of the
Afghan Jihad among Arabs; In. addltlon to Dr. Azzam’s

editorial, political and Mlhtary developments were covered. f

There were articles. . Propaganda for the activities of
Services Office and also a statement t0- support the Jihad
~ signed by Dr. Azzam, hlmself because the masses m Arab
- countries admlred him. : ‘ :

So‘urces'

The Bulletm depertded translatlon of Paklstam paper _

clippings, Al Bunyan news service, A.M, R.C., Mujahideen
news Agenmes like M1d1a and ANA, in: addition to Radlo

Pakistan, kabul momtormg and Arab eye ‘witnesses .

accounts of places . m Afghamstan who belonged to
services office. : -

Fmancnal Matters

It was financed by the Serwce Ofﬁce Wl’llcl.’l depend
on donations. %

it

gy,
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| . Poli'cy; .

- Natural in dealing with- fundamentahst Mu_]ahldeen
But after the interim government was estabhshed it joined -

other parties from thc moderate side.

~Staff:

Its cader consisted .of just a few people without
journalistic background They mostly relied on translated
‘material.

Pubhcatlon and Clrculatlon. '

Itis pubhshed by the Al-J lhad House of the (8.0. M )

350 copies were brought out of the first i issue with a
blue- frame and the mass head in red colour. In the
begmmng, it was circulated to a limited number. As the
magazine attracted the attention of people the number was
increased from the 20" issue to 500 copies, by the 30"

~ issue its circulation reached 1200 copies, and from the 50™

issue 5000 copies were brought out later. The 50-70 the
issues published 7000 copies. The 70" -80™  issues
published 7500 copies. The 80™ — 90™ issues published
11000. copies. ‘From 90" t111 its closure, they published
12000 copies of it.

“The Bulletm did not exceed 10 pages, printed on both
‘sides, for saving expenditure on printing and mailing. The
last page was reserved for the stamp and address

Most subscnptlons were from Saudi Arabia. Only
subscribers -copies were issued; none to- any .agencies or
bookshop agents, except in the last days when they sent
3000 COpleS to bookshops in North Yemen.
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‘The subscription was not more than 500 persbris The
publishers sent it free to convince people to support the

Afghan Jihad, generously, so that they would to donate it
- donate big sums of money were received this way. The

number of copies sent to- Saudi Arabia was about 4000.

After Saudia Arabla and Yemen, Algeria came thlrd in

dlstnbutlon

T’he other declared objectlve of this bulletin was to

revive the spirit of J 1had among all the Muslims:

‘Coples in Urdu

There was. ‘one Paklstam and a typlst who translated R
‘this bulletin into- Urdu and djstrlbuted it among Pakistani- =

people by mall for some time. But later on 1t was stopped

: -The c1rculat10n was a few hund'red cop1es... - ‘
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SOUT AL JIHAB’*AL ALMI
(T he Voice, of 1nternﬁt10nal thad)

Bg'p.,ked By Haqqani.

' The first, only and last issue- came. out on.22 June
1988. They mentioned in the. bcgmn*ing that this magazine

‘was the Voice of Haq. (truth) in the face of Batil (False).

The: editorial asked Who are-and What We Want? And it
repald We want the magazine to- abide with the, truth (Haq)

. and follow it, and we want it fcrr a]l Muslims.”

The magazme tbqk the amcles form other magazines
like the writings of Shaik Omar Abdul' Rehman, spiritual

leader of Al Jama Islamiha'i in Egypt who is Jailed now in

the USA. They also pubhshed riews about .the first

-Mujahideen government-led by Ahmad\ Shah There was
-military news of Afghamstan and an artlcles about Egypt.

They published a few" thousands copies and distributed
them free. The Editor in Chief was amnHEgyptlan who had no
background in journalism.
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The magazine, was ﬁnanced and supervised by -

Egyptians who were opposed to the Egyptian regime, this
might be the first declared - indication against he Egyptian

Regime in Peshawar Other wise before, that the Arab-
volunteers were restricting the:r acthtles to the Afghan'

Jihad.

9

'?AI-THABAT (firmness):

. Backed By Sayyai’s Party

Aﬁer the closmg of the “News of Al- Bunyan” by the

- House of Al-Bunyan, after sometimes the House of Al-

Bunyan started to publish a new . weekly newspaper.

- Politically and newswise it concentrated- on the latest
" Afghan Jihad news. The Newspapers contained five

columns. In the first issue of this paper, which was
published on 9" September 1989, there was no opinion

- about it, but.on the top of the fiont page there were three . .
. small- boxes. The. right one had written inside it an
- intérview with Shaik Sawaf an Iraqi died about 1992. The

middle box had written inside it the name of the newspaper.
The 1ast box contained a small column by the title, “Wallah

- Allam” meaning “Allah Knows”. The writer focussed on

~ the internal problems of Arabs lwmg among Mujahldeen

~ “without entioning the names of the persons but only just
" hinting at it . This made some' Arabs angry and upset with .

the newspaper. That forced - the writer to leave the box

""" empty in the seventh issue, but he resumed wiring it after
- the ¢ight issue. But in 3th issue it was stopped with the
- Tequest of some Arabs to propu;tqr of the house,-who is .
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' professor ‘Sayyaf. This column ‘was replaced by the title
“Omatée™ (My Nation). It called upon Muslims to heed the

Pproblems and difficulties suffered by fellow Muslims. From

‘the second issue, the newspaper editor wrote in the right
- “box, which was ten lines, only. - ‘
Concentrating the latest news of the Afghan Jihad,
-this trend were the Holy contiriued till the 26" issue. Then
these two boxes abolished, to be replaced by verses of the
Holy Quran, .and Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (SASD),
- With 27% issue, the newspaper started a big column on the
- front page to express its views on the news under the title:
“Words of Al Thabat or Opinion of Thabat.

. Newspaper Contents:

The banner headline for every ‘issue was military
news of the Mujahideen or statements - by Mujahideen
. leaders, and particularly  Sayyaf or leaders- of . the
_government, After it was formed. Under it there was small
military news or political news. The second- page was for

Afghanistan in the 'Pakistani press, and Peshawar society: .

This comer continued for »two- or three . issues. The
newspaper translated fron the Mujahideen press and chose
one topic for this translated material.” The third: page was
~mostly for Muslim Liberation Movements like Kashmir,
Phillipine, Palesitne arid others. In addition to analysis-there
~ were shariat topics and interviews with commanders. The
 last page had a big photo with a'comment under-it. There

was weekly analysis on this page.
- Staff: _ _
In the beginning the' Supervisor of _this‘new'spaper was

Mohanna an Egyptian, who was also. the Editor of Al-
~Bunyan. But his inabilifysto the coming: out with the

magazine in-time, led to complaints to Sayyaf, Later on |
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Mdhanna_-téndered"his resignation to S_ayyqf in March

| 1990, There were some Arabs who did not have enough
-jourﬁalistic skills, but they worked in the paper. There were,
also some Afghans who grad_uated frorn.Arab countries,
like Waliullah Slaim who spoke Arabic ﬂugntly,l and
others. After Mohannad, Sudanese people topk over, who
had come recently from their country, particularly some

" after the coup by Hasan Al Bashir.

: Policy:

The papér foliowed theé policy of .Sayj@f" s party. On.
the Takhar incident betwegﬂ_) g‘_t!}e_,,_]z;imat Islarmand Hezb-e.-_

' Islami, the Paper'l'efraiﬁ@;'tQEPUb-IFSh any tlh‘m%;_“:be‘caqse it
warltéd “fo.-be neutral between. them. The Oﬂ?e? ‘mc1d_¢nt |
a Whtch c‘ﬁiriﬁéd the pQquy‘iqf?'tpe':Paper even mae, ‘rtVaS the :
 Tanai coup. The paper said that it was a strugglig;- of power
et éeﬁ,"fhe Khalg and P_'aréli's_t.m. »Thl? view 1'epai;j§lsented ﬂ_le,

? poflcy of the governmeén ;_E__nkmgtyar»..wa_s OP_B?Sf__!d to 1tci

o Thé.:pap'cr sticceeded tO'f"sp;_:‘?_l_( tp the Alrabs, }}ih{ch‘.ggme

licity for Sayyaf. %

as financed by Sayyaf, hlmlself |

SN thébat it was publishing 18,000 copies-and. sending-
" to Saudi quﬁla 8,000 copies, bu_t_after' March 1990_, the
salé of the paper in Saudia Arabia went . doWn. _\__?V'hen: Dr.
' killed, the. paper published 25,000. ppp1§§~,-;-'[h§
par s published from the beginning | lglamaly_ad.._ It
cost RE4:5 a .copy. After Saudi A_r_abl‘a‘;;,:_‘i‘lgll;‘_f VSta_tej'f “_and
* Sudan’Were its man distribution market. Italso had Some
subscribers. The paper 'sent’ some i‘sl?sues‘ to Sayyaf
representatives all over the world, particularly ‘in Arab

countries.
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AL MUJAHID MAGAZINE:

A Monthly Magazine Backed By Shaik Jamiul Rehman- - |

Leader Of Jamat Al Dawa Ila Al Quran Wal Sunnah, -

' -V(Group__Pl_‘?é'c.:hing the Holy Quran and the Path of the Holy

: Prophet Muhamr'nadf'(SAS!).

1

The 'magazine declared from the first issue that it was N

backed by the Jamiul Rehman group, which called itself as

- Salafi or Ahl Hadith following the Prophet Mohammad '
(SAS!)- not the traditionial thought of the Afghan school

(Imam Abu Hanifa), - one of the four Islamic schools of -

thougtit: This group.concentrated most of its activities in

Kunhat province on the Pakistani borders.

~ The first issue of - this maéaiin_e appeared in .

- December 1988.
Cbhtehtsg |

‘The magazine had 46 pqgés, which contained a letter

 from the publisher about the latest’ Afghan situations; the

'Al-Mujahid opinion whic‘:“h;nq resented also the stand of the

- magazine towards the evenfs* and military and political
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. Al-Mujahid Staff: -

news, ‘The cover story was about the Afghan situation; in _

addition to the interviews with the scholars of Ahle Hadith,
like Shaik Nasir Uddin Al Albani from Suyria, Shaik Abdul
Aziz Ibn Naz from Saudi Arabia, and Ibn Oathymin, also
from Saudi Arabia. -~~~ . o -

- The other paits of the magazine carried articles on
Islami culture and:ideology, written by ‘scholars, These
articles were sent by fax and by mail. Theanagazine was
delayed sometimes, 'so the fifth -and sixth {§sues appeared
collectively to cover the delay. - SR

v 7

Source of News: =

The magazine depended for its news.:on. Pakistani

~ newspapers, tadio stations, Muja-hiﬂeen‘s_ige;-_‘x?‘ciéé_,"'and some
_volunteer correspondents, who were fi ghting:aff;cjng%. with the

Jaimat.

The staff ‘was small because most of its_articles

_concentrated. on “Figh” (Jurispundarice) and “Agida”

(faith) “written by a. few free lance scholars. From the

‘beginning the Chief Editor was an.Egyptian; Abu Suhaib

who had close relations with Shaik Jamil Al'Rehman. He

-attracted some workers the Al-Jihad _magazin'f},f, with better

salaries. From. After some issues, Mustafa Hamid started to
write for it cover stories and other important articles. In the

~ sixth issue Nizar Al Jarboa (a Saudi) replaced Abu Suhaib,”

After some time he brought an Egyptian, Abu Khalid who
had graduated from the Shariat University, only to

-supervise the magazine, because of his lack of experience

in the media.




The layout of the magazme was good from the |
_ “beginning, due to the expenence of workers in the Al- Jihad .

magazme

1 startecl work with the magazme from the 10" issue, = 3
when Mustafa Hamid wrote an" article which was’ not .

accepted by the .magazine.. Then Mustafa left his job, and

i f:_ the cover story: for it. Al Mujahrd Opinion,
the publlsher . .

§ in mosques. He collected the money from the

from the G”If Statés and Saudi Arabia

Pollcy.

stages:

First Stage:

From the first issue- to the - srxth, the magazme '

published thé views of seven Afghan leade‘rs, including
Jamil ul Rehman It focussed on Islarmst Iea '

Flom the sixth i 1ssue tlmt 5 the closure in about 1993
it changed 1ts stand partlculariy after lear came . to it
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the Commrttee asked me to work After three issue, [

izar, dependmg on his 1nsp1rat10na] sermons .

"merchants The magazme has s""ong support

The pohcy of the magazme can be dwrded into two '

*. They. never . wrote - anything about the seven leaders,

because the supervisor. did not consider them to have, in .
proper aqgeeda (faith). But:from 15™ issue. magazine they
more -flexible. The magazme wrote about the Shias in
Afghanistan, particularly, and generally it published studies
about. The afghan Shias.

. The magazine. did not publish'sny picture of any
llvmg creature, because it believed that photo are unlawful

. in Islam.

_ Prmtmg and Dlstnbutlon

The magazine started to be pnnted 111 Lahore till the
fifth and sixth issue collectlvely i

The circulation of the first issue was 15,000 .copies |
and continued till the combined fifth and sixth issues,
which reached 50,000 copies. The clrculatlon of 7%, 8™ and
o™ jssues was 25,000 coples The 10 issue was: 20 000_
copies. : :

The magazine was dlstrrbuted free of charge.. But at
some stage it had 3,000 subscribers; and 1,000 coples were
sent as a gift and on cultural exchange Basis.’

The magazme sent to the Saudl Arabla Mafketmg
Company 5,000 copi¢s. Copies not sold were distributed
free. After Saudi Arabia came Kuwait and then Algeria, as
it main market. The magazine was sent to the Islam1c
Centres in Europe and Amerlca

The magazine shiﬂed printing from Lahore to ”

Karachi, to save expenditure, and for the fac111t1es to

sendlng it abroad
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This department has a problem because its cadre is
Aghan who confused about the names and addresses of
Arabs and for every issue it needs N.O.C. from the

Commissioner signed by . Shaik Jﬂm_ll like other
publications. ‘ S _ R
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ZATT AL NITAKAIN'

. The Two-Belted Woman
The magazme was backed by the Services Office (Azzam)

" Dr. A»bdplléh' Azzam ‘wrote for the first 'issu'e.c').f this

 magazine, before his death on 24™ November 1989. “After -

intensive pestering from 'my family I opened this magazine

-with these few woids, and I pray for the success of this

magazine.” Dr. Azzam praised in his writing the role of
‘Arab wormien who came with their husbands to. help and
mlmmlse the burden of thelr Afghan sisters.in Islam

The ﬁrst issue appeared September 1989 It contain
many items. The name of this magazine came from a

- historical event when (Asmma), the daughter of Hazrat

Abu Bakr, the companion of the Prophet (SAS!) tere her
belt into two pieces when the Prophet (SAS!) - and Hazrat

_were migrating to Madina that was done for two purposes -
the first belt was put around her chest and the other to tie
‘the luggage with. So, from that time onwards the (SAS')

called her “‘Zatt Al Nltakaln” N

In the first issue there was an article abou1 the Arab -

“Women’s Commission and' its activities in the Afghan

K




Jihad. Tt had ‘many _commmittees like for Public Relations,
Schools, Women’s Hospital, Refugee Camps and Famiilies,
- guiding, preaching, workshops .and sewing. In this issue

* - also there was an interview with F. atema Yaser the origins

of  the. women’s organisation of the Hizb-I-Islami
(Hikmatyar). o ' o ' ‘

* ' The second issue had articles about Muslim women,.
the martyrdom of Dr. Azzam and an interview with his -

- widow, and reviews of the late Professor’s publications. -

MAGAZINE ‘CADRE:

- ~ The widow of Dr. ‘.Azzarh:"_was the supervisor of this
.- magazine with the help of some Arab ladies who wished to .
serve the Jihad along with their- husbands. They gave

- information about the sufferings of Afghan women; and

- raised funds for the Afghari refugees. = - B
PUBLICATION AND CIRCULATION:

- The magazine was published by the Al Jihad House

- which belonged to the Services Office. It had 50 pages. A

few thousand -copies were printed and distributed to the
Arab States. It was financed by the women ofganizations. =
~ Its policy was tosupport the Jihad and propagate. views of |

Islamist personalities among the Mujahidéen ranks.

_ The 'ma'gazi_n_e ‘was ;no‘nthly; ‘But sdmétimes “delays
occurred on account of cader and other problems,

The magazine has stopped after fe,w'i's_suésj only.

,‘%‘;‘%_. .
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- WEEKLY AL-MAUQIF
.~ (THE STANCE)
- BACKED BY HEZB-E-ISLAMI-HEKMATYAR

Arc The first issue of this"héwsﬁai)ef started on the:3™ of
March 1990. It was.small in size, like a small notebook,

and contained 8 pages. The second issue was like: a
newsletter in size and contained 8 pages. From the eight.

- issue, the newspaper issues only 4 pages.

~ Why .‘weeklyAl-Mauqif‘?' .

.. This question was answered in the first editorial:'.Thaf .

.the. events were so. fast changing that they needed to be

monitor and. constantly since a daily 'was not possible, a
weekly was the next best option. From the second issue it -

- was"announced that the weekly 'Bulletins was issr.ied_ by the

Al-MaUq@f Magazine.
Contents:

In the first issue there .was an - interview . with
Hekamtyar .about his insistence on elections. There was
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also military news, in addltton 10 political analysm by the

L titler “Amenca Jihad-Hekmatyar” by an Afghan writer.
Also an 1nterv1ew with the new Dlrector of the Services '
Ofﬂce Sheikh - Muhammad - Abbas who succeeded An
article about Pakistani tribesmen. and their .support and on”
- - the last page, there was some Jihad ternunology was
publtshed ‘The - second issue: concentrated on’ the Tanaj -
. coup and the- supportive of Hezb-e-Islami towards it. It -
~included an interview of the Tass Agency with Hekmatyar, a

and some military news. The problem of this newspaper

- was that it was not a newspaper in style and layout, for
" instance, the editorial took half of the’ carrted paper, “and the .

"~ first page sometimes maly31s, not news.

The ﬁrst issue concentratecl onl support to Tanai’ S

coup and holding elections. When the Kahsmu issue- a,rosn
the newspaper started to focus 1t e

Pollcy , _ _ _
i - ‘ o RS

It articulated ‘the pohcy of the Hezb-e Islami,

paiticularly ‘on issues like- the- holdmg of elections. and

) defendmg its stand inf supportmg the Tanai coup attempt

_Staff-

1ts staff was the same as that of Al Mauqtf magazme -
Kakr- adm1tted that staff was not professionally” traified in -

Joumaltsm but workmg was for its development '
Prmti'ng a-nd Dlstrlbutmn'- :

Kaker said 5 000 topjes of it were pubhshed in the
' ,Hezb 1, 000 copies were distributed Peshawar and some

hundrecl in Pakistani cijties. .Others went to Arab_States,

Press along Al-Maviqif; but in lesser with the numbers.

MANBAI AL-JIHAD

(Source of Al-thad)

Polltlcal Monthly Magazine Owned
by Commander Haqqam

Only a few’ ISSUCS of thls magazine appeared Tts

- Chief Editor was commander Jalal Al Din Haqqani, the
~ General Commander of Paktia Provmce who belonged to -
'the leb-e-Islann (Kha151 Group)

In the ﬁrst issue Haqqam wrote “With the help of
Allah, the Alxnlghty, we are startmg our first step on the
way to this magazine (source of Al Jihad, which is- the,

voice of sciences and scholars and the voice of Jihad and - -

the Mu_]ahldeen in Afghanistan.” Then he discussed the role

of scholars-in the Afghan Jihad, In the first issue it was

mentioned that the magazine was issued by the college of

“Source of Smence” in eran Shah, backed by Haqqam

hlmself

Haqqam 1ssued in the first issue a statement to the -
Muslim * nations about the conspiracies against  the -
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Mijahideen, and he rcquglsted theirsuppo’rt at that critical

Jjuncture. There was. also an‘ith‘estigativc report about the = -
~ Collége of Miran Shah with photos. In: addition, the will -of «

b

Dr. Azzam was published, besides political and Military,
“news, and othet articles. The second and third issue were

_published. It concentrated the Mujahideen’s .capturing of
‘the Torgar mountain, ‘together strategic - position® for . its
nearness to Khost city,  These full scale articles were -

written by Mostafa Hamid, the ex Correspondent of Ittihad
- daily newspaper, based in Aby Dhabi.. .

The first two issues wee printed from Lahore. There .

- were many printing mistakes.in it. ‘The magazine had 46 -
pages. s ._

Its'polic& wis to articulate the viéws 6_f Cd. Haggani.

They printed a“ few thousand copies and sent them to the
Arab States, particularly the UAE. Haqqani was arrived to

dn Arab women. There was also internal distribution for -
Afghans and Arabs in Peshawar. Its paper was good and

tinted. It was financed by ‘the Haqqani group and Ardb
donors, particularly fromthe UAE. -~ =~~~
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the principle of Hac_lith'sciences._ |

AL INKAZ
{The Salvation)
" Backed b'y the Afghan Nationale‘al\.riat.iOn
- Fronted by Sibhatllah Mujaddi -

Tﬁis niaéaﬁine was the flrst of Iits kind published by

| ﬂle.Afghan National Liberetion front led by Prof. Mujadidi.

‘Its_first issue appeared the Mujahidden g?.vement led bg
Mujadicfi. In the past, there ‘Wwas a magazine n}, Pushtodag

Dari by the name of “Payam Orwatual Wosqa”, backe 3 z
the same party. It concentrated on 1dt?ology ‘and cultu;a h :
éomef.imes 'published.'artic;leg in Arablc,‘ for llnsta.rlce, in t a;
first issue of the ‘third year, in Ramagan and Zei _-Al Q;d _
1409 afte'lr“‘Hijr‘at, the magazine published an article about

~"The Chief Editor spoke Arabic fluently, as he'hard
graduated in law from an Iraqi University in 1977. Later he
worked as a Qazi or Judge in Afghanistan.

; Cbntjen’ts: '

"The Chief Eldito‘r.- said . “We coﬁééntrate on the
. spreading the aims of our party, like the independence of .
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.Afghaxiista;n,_ and nonehitf:wthion in our. affairsi—_ in addition.
- to establishment of an Islamic goverfiment according to the

Abu Hanifa School of thought. And there is 'no."difference'_ |

- between this aim’ and the db‘jeéti'_ve. of our government,
particularly, the Chief of the party is the president.” .

'I"hé,editbrial of the first issue mentionéd the aim of .

~ magazine: “To try to introduce the Jihad in. Afghanistan to
our Arab brothers; and clarify to them the naturé of the

Afghan society, culturally and historically. We are facing
' but we depend on Allah

" financial and techriical problems,

the Almighty, in'publishing it>* .

The first issue contained the riews of the. formation of

“an Islamic” government led by Mujadidi, _himself. An
. interview with the President quoted from the press. a brief .

_ history of Mujadidi. Lettets froni Muslim " personalities
congratulated Mujadidi as President; like a letter from King
. Fahd ‘of Saudi Arabia.. The . history of Afghanistan, and.

Afghanistan in'  Arab and - Pakistari press,” were also

included in the issue. - -+

After ‘this issue; the bimonthly magazine ceased

. publication for one year, The Chief Editor all tribute this to

“the merging of all cultural .committees belonging to the - .|
parities in the Ministry of Information. “But after we saw .

' ‘that no party was abiding by this decision, we resumed our

~ publication, and the editorial of the second issue mentioned -

ot | ol

this.” .

~ The next issue appeared in May and June 1990 It
contained: a speech- of the. President on the Afghan Day

(Nauroze), and a brief Afghan history, news of the military

' situation, Gther speeches-gf Mujadidi, an article by Ahmad T
Al Sarhandi from India, Afghgpistan in Pakistani press and

humanitarian " efforts - of the UN. in Afghanistan. The
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= policy.”. . o

l ‘magazine quoted an interview of the President with a Saudi
- Arabian newspaper, and there was a poem by an Arab poet.

"C_adre:,.".'-.' o T

' The magazine ' depended on' Afghans, only, "

“particulatly on the Chief “Editor who is a writer and'

translator Most of it is from other sources Muzaffar Al Din

_,said: “We are looking for people who can work with us. \

We are even ready to pay them, but according to -our

1

.. 'Policy:

o Muz'.affar‘said :i“Our 'p'oliléy is"thefpolic'y of the party

and the Mujahideen government.” -

- Financial Mattgrs? s

o .I The Chief Editor é_aid: “The party is ﬁ;iancing us, but |

- we still face problems.” . y .

 Printing and Distribution:

‘ o Thé'magazine-is typed and printed in Peshawar, 2,000

copies published and ‘sent by mail to Arab countries,

- .particularly Saudi Arabia. -The_'representat_iveé of the front
© ' distribute it freely. The Chief editor said the cost of printing
 of every issue was Rs.50,000/- ‘ '
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~ SMALL MAGAZINES:

" There were two, other small 'magazines which

appeared once each, only. But we could not get away copy
of them. The first, “Alwatan Al Islami” (Islamic
Homeland) was backed by the Ahmed Gilani*group based
in Peshawar. This came in the middle of 1986. Tt was
handwritten; and ‘it was too weak. It changed to . another

- name “Afghanistan”, and started publication in Islamabad,

The second mdgé.iine was “Alnasr” (the Victory). It

was backed by the students of Abdullah Ibn Jubair Institute,

~ led by the Khalis group and the Arabs financedit.

Ie_am Arabic, .

~ Alnur-the Light:

A weekly newspaﬁer backed by the: Khzalis  group,
was published. in a local language, which could sometimes

include Khalis’s editorial ig Arabic. |
o o
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«  Its intention. was to chcqurage th'e‘loc‘al' ,stu.cl_éntS'to :

" At the end we may said that all these magazines and

B 11ew5papcrs'c_losed down as suddenly as they appeared. All
. of them were published from Peshawar, The leaders of

Afghan parties employed such Journals for including gaod
will with the Arabs: besides raising donations for the-.

- Afghan Jihad. .-




CONCLUSION:

This short study has tried to illﬁstraiq that it is the'Si:ir-it '

of Jihad which is, historically, responsible for Islam’s

continuous Self-Renewal and Revival, despite all the odds

and 'g:hallen'ge_sr." And Jihad is not. just limited to the
battlefield. In fact, it is the life fon '
practice of Islam in peace.

“There are two kinds of Jihad:

i) ‘Jihad-Ul Akbar’ ot the Greater Jihad—which is

life-long, as stated above. And: * .

i)y “Jihad-‘UIl Asghar’ or the. lesser J_ihad.—-whir-:h'is,- N
-according to Dr.- Tkram‘ Azam, ‘strategic. ‘self

defence for sovereign independence,

the activist scholar, as epitomized in Prof, Azzam and his -

two young teen-aged. sons. ‘The Scholar’s Jihad is in

support of the foregoing two kinds of Jihad. The Afi

. . ) o an
‘Ara}lln M(_:dx.a at Jihad were supporting the  Afghan Jiha%h in
| thgir own xll-ustnous‘ manigt, Apparently therg 'wer_e.maﬁy' :
* voices, each expressing itself'; #uits own way, backed by its

own sources: huthan and material. These many voices
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g living exemplary:

his short study is about Journalist Jihad ef the Pen by . -

reflected the' all —too-natural pluralism ‘of . Islami :
Democracy for Consensus—the - Consensus -being: the -

Afghan Jihad. It was a division of labour—the apparent
voice of dissent converging on the issue of Jihad. -

"4,Such- is the Spirit of Jihad that it rallies arll.'Mu'slims—

Arabs, Afghan, Pakistahis and all others, a like, to .the

sacred cause o_fJihad. oo

 ‘What é-pi_ty'that the Spi-rit:of‘.fi'had was compromised .
later in ‘the civil war going on in Afghanistan after the

" Geneva Accord and the .Soviet . withdrawal from
. . Afghanistan! The insane fratricidé is the result of tribalism,
- egoism, and - vested interest -geopolitics and geo-
. economics—Ilocal, regional and international. :

It is for the 'A‘fghans- to see thrlough this divisive
dilemma-—rather game; and reunite in the Spirit of Jihad:

- Jihad-Ul-Asher, this time, to secure their collective future.
. Bibliography:

L -Afghan Néwé*éditcd“by 'Mohmad lshaq-(Pes_haWar

Untill 1992 then Kabul). " _
2. Al Jihad magazine published in Peshawar.

~ 3. Oliver Roy; Afghanistan from holy war to Civil war the

Drawing press INC, Princetion.U.S.A., 1995, -

4. ‘Syed Shabbir Hussain, Abdul Ahad Alvi.and Absar

. Hussain Rizivi, Afghanistan under Soviet occupation,
~ world Affairs publication, Islamabad, 1980.

'S, Nancy pea body Newell Richard S.I. Newell, the,

_struggle  for Afghanistan, - Comell University Press, - "

.~ . Itacha and London, 1981. .~ i
6. Ralph H. Magnus and Eden Naby, Afghanistan: Mulla,

. *.Marx, and Mujahid, Harper Collins ‘Publishers- India, -
1998, . - S o o

99




7. Kuldip Nayar, - the - Report on Afghanistan - Allied

. Publisher Private Limited New Delhi, 1081, =~ . ..

8. Colonel (Retd) N:D. Ahmad, = the. Survival of'
. Afghanistan, - Baab - Instityte ,of [slamic . Culture,
Islamabad, 1999, = ., . : L S
9. Afghanistan today, Area Study Center Peshawar, 1987.
10. Oliver: Roy, Islara and Resistance in Afghanistan;
Cambridge University Press, New York, second
‘edition, 1990, ‘ R _ coor C
11. Afghanistan and the Frontier edited by Dr. Fazal ur

Rahiman Mamat, Syed Waiger Ali Shap Kakakhel,

* Area Studies Center, Peshawar 1993, '

12. OLAF Carpe the Pathan, LOxford Prints in Karaqhi, :

1990: o o . : .
' 13.Diego  Covdovez, Seligs Hairison, “out of

Afgﬂanistan’;’;_' Q)‘e;fo_rd‘‘Uni,\'.n.ars.it_y"Pr'ess,= New. York, -

- 1995, - _ o
- 14. Basil Mohmad, Safshat Min Sijil Al Ansar Al Arab i
Afghanistan (Arab Participation in Afghan ' Jihad)
~ published by Lajnat Albir in Saudia Arabia, 199] .
15. Tenthes of" direct inter eviews With the editor§ and
~ writers in Afghan press. 7 L o
16. Dozens of Newspapers magazines which published jn
~ Peshawar. . R
17 Pakistani New papers.

100 ¢ -




